
ECF 8th July 2018 1 Peter 5:12-14 Following Christ in Partnership 
I know some of you don’t care about the Soccer World Cup.  It is just a competition where overpaid and self-obsessed young 
men try and kick a ball into a goal to make a name for themselves.   
 
And yet it’s the biggest single-event sporting competition in the world, watched on TV by over 3 billion people, more than 
any other event in the world.  So if you’re part of the other half of the world who don’t care, please forgive me for 
mentioning it.   
 
I think one of the lessons of this year’s World Cup is a really simple one – it is that soccer is a team sport.  Often the 
headlines are grabbed by individuals, but it is a team that wins games and tournaments. 
 
Last weekend both Argentina and Portugal were knocked out of the tournament on the same day at the last 16 stage.  Most 
people would recognise that these teams have two of the best soccer players in the world – Messi and Ronaldo.  But even 
with their amazing skill, they couldn’t win those matches single-handed.  To win a soccer match you need the whole team to 
perform, from the back to the front. 
 
It is a lesson that we also need to remember in the Christian life.  In the western church we often fall into the trap of 
focussing on individuals rather than communities.   

• So we credit the growth of flourishing churches to their celebrity pastor and forget about everyone else whose hard at 
work there.   

• We get excited about those who do wonderful things for God, and yet forget about those who support or discipled 
them for years. 

• We also tend to analyse developments in our church on the basis of what is in it for me, will I like it, will I benefit from it. 

• It also means that when we think about dealing with bad habits or growing in our Christian lives, we can act as if it’s 
something we need to sort out on our own!   

 
And yet, the Bible doesn’t present the Christian life like that.  Yes, a personal faith and relationship with Christ is essential, 
but that is supposed to be lived out in community where people know that they need each other and are willing to depend 
on each other.  We are called to follow Christ in partnership with each other. 
 
We can see this in the way that Peter concludes his first letter.  1 Peter 5:12-14: “With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a 
faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in 
it. 
13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 14 Greet one another 
with a kiss of love. 
Peace to all of you who are in Christ.” 
 
This little section at the end of Peter’s letter is only three verses long.  And yet, in it we can see five different relationships 
that Peter had, and these point to some of the essential relationships that we need!  
 
1. Learn from God’s Word 
First of all, there is the obvious relationship between Peter and his readers: “I have written to you briefly.” 1 Peter 5:12.   
 
It was away back in January when we started this letter, that we were introduced to this relationship: “Peter, an apostle of 
Jesus Christ, to God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia.” 1 
Peter 1:1 
 
Peter knew that he was an apostle, personally chosen and appointed as a representative of Christ and a witness of his 
resurrection – and as such, he had a role in ministering to the church community scattered throughout the world.  And this 
letter was an expression of that relationship as he taught them God’s Word.  
 
And this is why we have been reading it over the past six months.  We believe that this was not just a letter from Peter to 
these scattered believers, but that it is God’s Word written to us.   
 
And so this letter is “Living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword.”  Hebrews 4:12.  Even although our 
circumstances are very different from these Christians in the 1st century, Peter’s words here and the rest of the Bible for 
that matter, are just as relevant to our lives today. 
 
And so although, Peter humbly claimed that he’d only written a brief letter, I hope that you’ve been just as amazed, 



challenged, stretched and encouraged as I have been as we’ve tried to get to grips with all the truth that Peter packed into 
these five chapters.   
 
a) To Be Encouraged 
And this was Peter’s purpose in writing it.  He said, “I have written… encouraging you.” 1 Peter 5:12   
 
He knew that following Christ was tough for his readers.  As he said at the start, he knew that they were having to “suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials.” 1 Peter 1:6  He knew that they were being criticised, accused and attacked because of their faith 
in Christ and things were going to get even more difficult. 
 
And so Peter wrote this letter to come alongside them, to put his arm around them and comfort them, support them, and 
give them hope and courage to keep on going for Christ. 
 
And this is what the Bible continues to do for us.  “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so 
that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” Romans 15:4   
 
Do we need encouragement and comfort in our lives today?  Do we find it tough to live as God has called us?  Well, God 
wants to encourage us through speaking into our lives through his Word!   
 
b) To Be Established in God’s Grace 
Peter also wrote, “Testifying that this is the true grace of God.” 1 Peter 5:12 
 
This word testifying means to bear witness, and this is what Peter and the apostles were called to do.   Jesus told them, 
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8  The coming Holy Spirit would empower them to be a witness to this world 
to declare the truth of what they had seen and heard and understood from Jesus. 
 
And this is what Peter has done throughout this letter – he has declared and testified to the truth of the outrageous grace of 
God revealed, and offered, to us through the sacrifice of Christ.  “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God.” 1 Peter 3:18 
 
So if you haven’t put your trust in Jesus yet, then this is what you need to accept as a completely free and undeserved gift 
from God – that Jesus died on the cross to pay the price for your sins, so that you could be completely and totally forgiven, 
adopted as a child of God and brought into God’s family forever.  That is God’s offer to you today – if you’d only accept it 
through faith. 
 
c) To be Strengthened in our Commitment 
But if we have accepted this gift, then this grace is where we need to stay.  We need to “Stand fast in it.” 1 Peter 5:12 
 
We don’t start the Christian life through God’s amazing grace and then go on to live for him through the rules and 
regulations of self-righteousness or the guilt and burden of self-condemnation.  
 
Instead it is the same grace of God that saves us, that also sanctifies us, and motivates and empowers us to live for God 
each day, and that gives us the security of knowing that we are heading for glory.  Paul wrote to Titus:  “For the grace of 
God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to 
live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing 
of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ.” Titus 2:11–13  
 
So whether we are just starting in our life with Christ, or we’ve been on that road for years, this is the first relationship that 
we need.  We need to let the prophets and apostles who wrote the Scriptures speak to us, encourage us, witness to us 
about the grace of God and strengthen our commitment to stand fast in it. 
 
2. Partner in God’s Work 
But Peter didn’t try and do the work of sharing God’s Word on his own.  Like the rest of the apostles, he knew that it needed 
a team effort.  This was true even of this letter.  He said, that “With the help of Silas… I have written to you.” 1 Peter 5:12. 
 
It is not clear what exactly Silas’ role was.  Some think Silas was his secretary, faithfully writing down what Peter dictated to 
him.  Certainly it seems that Paul had people who fulfilled this role in his ministry. 
 



Others have suggested that Silas’ role was more of a messenger, carrying this letter to the various churches, reading it out, 
representing Peter and ensuring that people heard the truth.   
 
a) With Faithful Believers 
That would make sense of why Peter thought it important to commend Silas.  He said about him, “whom I regard as a 
faithful brother.” 1 Peter 5:12.  And certainly what we know about Silas bears this out. 
 
This was more than likely the Silas who was a leader and prophet.  He was the trusted envoy of the apostles in Jerusalem, 
sent with Paul and Barnabas to encourage the church in Antioch that they were fully saved by grace alone and that they 
didn’t need to follow the law.   
 
And Silas carried out this role faithfully.  Acts 15:32 says that he “said much to encourage and strengthen the brothers.”  
 
Later Silas became a partner with Paul on his second, and perhaps third, missionary journeys, faithfully preaching the 
gospel, and suffering for it, with faith and courage.   
 
In Philippi, they were both flogged and thrown into prison, but Acts 16:25 says, “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying 
and singing hymns to God.”  It was then that God sent an earthquake to set them free from their chains, and set the jailer 
and his family free from their sins!   
 
And now Silas was partnering with Peter, serving alongside him, working together for the encouragement of God’s people 
and the building of God’s kingdom.  So if even amazing apostles like Peter and Paul needed to partner with other Christians, 
then how much more do we need this!  
 
This is what Jesus modelled for us in his ministry.  Yes there were times where he needed to be alone with his Father, but 
most of the time he brought his disciples with him, inviting them into partnership with him in God’s Work.  And when he 
sent them out into mission, “He sent them out two by two.” Mark 6:7  
 
Of course, this doesn’t mean that if we find ourselves on our own, then somehow God cannot work.  But it is that God has 
chosen to work through his people in a special way when they join together in unity.  “For where two or three come 
together in my name, there am I with them.”" Matthew 18:20  
 
So who are you partnering with in God’s work? 
 
3. Fellowship with God’s People 
But we don’t just need others for partnership.  We also need them for fellowship.  Peter wrote:  “She who is in Babylon, 
chosen together with you, sends you her greetings.”  1 Peter 5:13 
 
It seems that Peter here was talking about the church that he was part of, who like his readers were God’s elect. 
 
But it is unlikely that Peter was writing about a church in the literal Babylon.  The ancient city of Babylon was in ruins and 
was largely abandoned at this time.  And Babylon is used symbolically in the Book of Revelation as a symbolic name for the 
centre of evil and rebellion against God.  So it is likely that this was a symbolic name.   
 
Babylon was the great city of the world empire to which the people of Judah were carried into exile 600 years or so before 
Christ.  Now Peter was writing from the heart of the new world empire of Rome – and he was writing to the new diaspora, 
God’s people living as strangers in this hostile and dangerous empire.   
 
Writing like this would encourage them that Peter understood their struggles.  But it would also encourage them that God’s 
judgement was coming on this human empire that had set itself up against God, just as it had done on the first Babylonian 
empire.   
 
a) Those Who Are Far Away 
But the purpose of writing about his church was to send their love.  “She who is in Babylon… sends you her greetings.”  1 
Peter 5:13  Peter clearly valued Christian fellowship and wanted to build this sense of togetherness between churches. 
  
b) Those Who Are Near 
He also took this opportunity to encourage this sense of community within the churches he was writing to.  “Greet one 
another with a kiss of love.” 1 Peter 5:14  And this kiss was the common sign of fellowship and Christian love often 



mentioned in Paul’s letters.   
 
So this is the third relationship which we need.  We need to work to express and develop our fellowship with other 
Christians – both those here in our own church, but also those in other churches across this world.  As Peter wrote earlier, 
we need to “Love as brothers.” 1 Peter 3:8  
 
4. Care for God’s Children 
But Peter didn’t only send greetings from his church, he also sent greetings from a young man called Mark.   
 
It was Mark’s mum’s house that Peter had trouble getting into after being released from prison by the angel.  Later Mark 
joined Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey.  But for some reason he abandoned them in Pamphylia: “where 
John left them to return to Jerusalem.” Acts 13:13 
 
On the next mission trip, Barnabas wanted to give Mark another chance.  But Paul disagreed so strongly that Barnabas took 
Mark in one direction, and Paul took Silas in the another. 
 
But God was working in Mark’s life.  He reconnected with Paul in his ministry in Rome and Paul later wrote about him that 
“he is helpful to me in my ministry.” 2 Timothy 4:11  
 
a) Making Disciples 
And clearly Mark also had a real connection to Peter, because he called him, “My son Mark.” 1 Peter 5:13.  Like with Paul 
and Timothy, their relationship was like a father and son.  Peter the older and more experienced follower of Jesus, 
mentored him – guiding him, encouraging him, helping him to develop his gifts and fulfil God’s call on his life.  And most 
people believe that it was through Peter that Mark came to write his gospel. 
 
Peter had many demands on his time – and yet he was willing to pour his life and experience into this young man and help 
him to grow in his faith. 
 
And this kind of relationship is so important for us too.  Following Jesus means following his command to “Go and make 
disciples of all nations.” Matthew 28:20.  So as well as being a disciple of Christ, we’re also called to be involved in discipling 
others in their walk with Christ! 
 
5. Trust in God’s Son 
And that brings us to the final relationship Peter mentioned here.  He finished his letter with “Peace to all of you who are in 
Christ.” 1 Peter 5:14 
 
This is amazing.  Remember, these Christians were going through all kinds of trials.  They were being criticized, accused and 
attacked.  Their very lives were under threat.  And worse still, the devil was prowling around like a roaring lion looking to 
devour them.  And yet, in this raging storm, Peter could pronounce this blessing of peace. 
 
How was that possible?  Well, it was because they were in Christ!  They had put their faith in Jesus, and so they had been 
redeemed by his blood, declared righteous through his death, sealed and sanctified by his Spirit, united with him in his body 
and they were held safely in his hands.  And so no matter what happened around them, they could be at peace, resting in 
the security of their relationship with Christ! 
 
a) Living in his Peace  
And that is what Christ offers to each of us if we are in him today, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” John 14:27  
 
Conclusion 
We can’t live this life on our own.  We need the help of others.  We need to  

• Learn from God’s Word 

• Fellowship with God’s people 

• Partner in God’s mission 

• Care for God’s children 

• But most of all, we need to trust in God’s Son, so we can experience this peace that goes beyond all understanding 
as we live as saints and strangers in this world. 

Andrew Burt  Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship  June 15th 2018 
 


