
ECF 31st March 2019 John 4:43-54 Take Jesus At His Word 
Video: ROKU!   Anyone would like a pair of them?  Unfortunately, of course, there are no such socks with which you can 
control your TV!  This is just an April Fool’s Joke.     
 
We know that we can’t believe everything that we hear.  And that’s important, because there are lots of people trying to 
deceive us, and the consequences of listening to them can be really serious.   
 
I’m sure many of us have had a phone call from a helpful Microsoft representative who offers to repair your broken 
Windows computer, or an e-mail offering you a share in a multi-million Euro inheritance, or a missed call from a stranger in 
the hope that you call back on their premium rate number.   
 
I recently read that in the UK, someone becomes the victim of an authorised payment fraud every 8 minutes.  That’s when 
someone gain’s access to your e-mail and pretends to be a person or business you already have a relationship with.  In the 
last six months of 2018, over £145 million was stolen through this in the UK alone. 
 
Maybe this is why it is so easy to become sceptical and cynical.  When we know that there are so many frauds around – it 
can be difficult to trust what anyone says! 
 
But if we want to be part of God’s kingdom, and if we want to experience all that he has planned for us, then we need to 
learn that we can trust in Jesus.  We need to learn to take him at his word!   This is what a royal official discovered in John 
4:43-54:  
“After the two days he left for Galilee. 44 (Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honour in his own 
country.) 45 When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the 
Passover Feast, for they also had been there. 
46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official 
whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and 
begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death. 
48 “Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.” 
49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 
50 Jesus replied, “You may go. Your son will live.” 
The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 51 While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his 
boy was living. 52 When he enquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, “The fever left him yesterday 
at the seventh hour.” 
53 Then the father realised that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and all his 
household believed. 
54 This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee.”  
 
1. Crisis Faith 
Last week, we saw the amazing expression of faith in the Samaritan town of Sychar.  They said to the woman that Jesus had 
met, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man 
really is the Saviour of the world.” John 4:42    
 
This is the saving faith in Jesus that we all need – to believe in Jesus and trust him as our Saviour and Lord.  And yet, this is 
not where many people start.  Instead, like this royal official, they start with a crisis faith. 
 
We don’t know much about this man.  We don’t know his background or nationality.  All we are told is that he was a royal 
official, probably working in the government of Herod, the wicked and evil tetrarch of Galilee who imprisoned and killed 
John the Baptist.   
 
a) A Desperate Request 
However, even although we don’t know much about him, we can relate to the family tragedy he was experiencing.  “There 
was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum.”  John 4:46. 
 
His son was desperately ill and this man was just about out of options.  No doubt he’d tried all the doctors and remedies he 
could.  But none of these had worked.  Instead, his boy was getting worse.  He knew that if something drastic didn’t happen 
soon, his boy was not going to survive.  He “was close to death.”  John 4:47 
 
And so when he heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee, he travelled the 20 miles from his home in Capernaum to Cana, and 
“He went to him and begged him to come and heal his son.”  John 4:47 



This showed a level of faith in Jesus.  Maybe he’d heard about how Jesus turned the water into wine at a wedding in Cana.   
Or maybe he’d heard the talk in Galilee from those who’d “seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast.”  
John 4:45 
 
But whatever the reason, this man came to Jesus, because he believed that Jesus was his last hope.  If Jesus did not come 
with him to work in power in this situation, his son was going to die! 
 
During his public ministry, many people came to Jesus with this kind of faith.  In their desperation and pain, in their suffering 
and need, they cried out for help because they believed that the miracle-working Jesus was their only hope.   
 
b) A Powerful Response 
And again and again, Jesus responded to this faith.  He didn’t turn any of them away.  Instead, he healed everyone who 
came to him for help:  Luke 4:40 says that “When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds 
of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them.”  
 
Of course, we know that Jesus does not always respond in miraculous healing today.  His public ministry was uniquely 
validated and endorsed by these acts of power.  At Pentecost Peter wrote that “Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by 
God to you by miracles, wonders and signs.” Acts 2:22   
 
And so nobody has that same authority to heal everyone who comes to him!  Not even the apostles, who did amazing 
miracles, had that experience. 
 
However, at the same, we are encouraged to bring our desperate needs to Jesus today.  “We do not have a high priest who 
is unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet 
was without sin. 16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help us in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:15–16  
 
If we are in the middle of a crisis today, if we are desperate and have nowhere else to turn, then like this royal official, we 
can come to Jesus and in faith, ask for help.   
 
2. Confident Faith 
But did you notice how Jesus responded to this desperate man when he asked for help?  “Unless you people see miraculous 
signs and wonders… you will never believe.” 
John 4:48 
 
This was not the most sympathetic or sensitive response.  Here is a dad who is overcome with worry and concern for his 
dying son, who comes and desperately asks for help – and it looks like Jesus is telling him off!  What’s that about? 
 
a) Not Temporary 
Well, I think it is because Jesus knew that crisis faith is not enough.  There are many people who in faith ask for a miracle 
from Jesus in a crisis – but if they don’t get the answer they expected, or even if they do, then that faith can quickly 
disappear. 
 
There were ten men who had leprosy who called out to Jesus: “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” Luke 17:13  But when Jesus 
healed all of them instantly, only one of them bothered to come back to praise God and thank Jesus for what he had done – 
and he was a Samaritan!  
 
Crisis faith – faith that comes from our desperate need and is focused on receiving a miracle – is not always saving faith.   
 
This is what John said at the start of this section, “A prophet has no honour in his own country.” John 4:44.  Many of these 
Galileans who seemed to welcome him back, would reject him when he didn’t fit in with their expectations.   
 
And John has already made this clear in his gospel.  In John 2:23-24 he said that ”While he was in Jerusalem at the Passover 
Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name.24 But Jesus would not entrust himself 
to them, for he knew all men.”  
 
Jesus did not depend on these people, even although they were expressing some kind of faith in him, because he knew that 
their faith was simply a response to the miracles he was doing.  He knew that before long, some of these people would be 
part of the crowd calling for him to be crucified! 



So in responding to this man in this way, Jesus was challenging him to go deeper than just a crisis faith.  And this is what this 
man did. 
 
b) But Persistent 
First of all, he expressed this with persistence.  He didn’t take offence at what Jesus said.  Instead, he again expressed his 
faith by asking for Jesus’ help: “Sir, come down before my child dies.”  John 4:49 
 
We are also called to express this deeper faith by persistently praying.  Jesus taught the parable of the persistent widow 
who got justice because she kept on asking.  He did this to teach us that we “Should always pray and not give up.” Luke 
18:1.  
 
And Jesus taught the parable of the friend who kept on battering on the door at midnight until his friend got up to help him, 
so that when we don’t get the answer that we long for, we are encouraged to keep coming back to God again and again.    
He said, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” Luke 11:9  
 
That is not about wearing God down until he does what we ask.  Prayer is always about seeking God’s will, not ours.  
Instead, it is because in those prolonged times of heartbreak and suffering, we have an opportunity to go deeper in our faith 
in God! 
 
c) And Accepting 
And when the official did this, Jesus responded with an amazing promise.  “You may go. Your son will live.” John 4:50   
 
This wasn’t exactly what the official asked for.  He had asked Jesus to come with him to Capernaum to heal his son.  He 
assumed that Jesus had to be present before he could work in power.   
 
But Jesus promised here, to do more than he asked!  He promised that even from a distance, he could solve the crisis.  Even 
though he was not there, he could heal the sickness, he could give life.  As Paul says, our God “is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.”  Ephesians 3:20 
 
But the truly remarkable thing here is that “The man took Jesus at his word and departed.” John 4:50  He hadn’t seen 
anything happen.  He didn’t know what was happening to his son 20 miles away.  And Jesus hadn’t done what he had asked.   
 
And yet, he simply accepted the word of Jesus, and acted on it.  He set off home, confident that his son would live – simply 
because Jesus had said so!  This is not crisis faith.  This is confident faith.  This is dependant trust in the word of Christ!   
 
d) Based on the Word of Christ  
And this is the kind of faith that God is looking for in our lives.  “We live by faith, not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7.  We are not 
called to base our confidence on what we see, but our faith in who Jesus is and what he says.   
 
It is about taking Jesus at his word and accepting the promises in the Bible.  It is about believing 

• That we’re loved and forgiven by him – even when we don’t feel it. 

• That we’re God’s child – even when we don’t always behave like it. 

• That God is working for our good  – even when we can’t understand it.  

• That God is making us more like Jesus – even when we cannot see it!  

• That God answers our prayers – even when we don’t recognise it. 

• That God is with us – even when he seems distant. 

• That God is in control – even when the world looks like a mess. 

• That God can give us the grace we need  – even when the struggle is huge. 

• That Jesus is building his church – even when we’re small and struggling. 

• That we’ve a place in heaven – even when we’re not there yet! 
 
Confident faith is not based on what we see or feel or on always getting what we ask for.  Instead it is based on what God 
says.  “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” Romans 10:17  
 
3. Confirmed Faith 
So this man took Jesus at his word and left.  He must have stayed in Cana overnight before leaving for home, because it was 
the next day that he met his servants who came “with the news that his boy was living.” John 4:51 
 
And when he found out the time at which his boy got better, he realised that, “This was the exact time at which Jesus had 



said to him, ‘Your son will live.’” John 4:53  Jesus had healed his son, just as he promised that he had. 
 
Jesus is always faithful to his promises. “The Lord is faithful to all his promises and loving towards all he has made.” Psalm 
145:13  
 
a) In The Person of Christ 
And as a result of this, “He… believed.” John 4:53  He had already believed Jesus’ promise that his son would not die.  But 
faith in the miracle working power of Jesus is not the destination!  The destination is to believe in Jesus as our Saviour, as 
our Lord!  And this is the confirmed faith that this official expressed here – faith in the person of Christ.     
 
This is the second of seven miracles that John recorded in his gospel.  But these we not just miracles.  “This was the second 
miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee.”  John 4:54.  They are not just healings to meet 
an immediate and desperate need.  Instead they are signposts to a greater truth.   
 
These signs were performed, to point to the reality of who Jesus is and what he came to do in our lives.  John recorded 
them in his gospel: “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name.” John 20:31  
 
And like this official, we are saved, we are forgiven and brought into God’s family, when we respond with faith in 
recognising the true identity of Jesus, and putting our trust in him for our salvation. 
 
So is this the kind of faith that we have?  Is it more than a crisis faith that calls out for God’s help when we are in trouble?  Is 
it a confident faith that trusts in God’s Word?  It is a confirmed faith in Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord? 
 
4. Contagious Faith 
But just finally, this incident didn’t end with the royal official putting his faith in Jesus.  John 4:53 says, “He and all his 
household believed.”    
 
When he got home, he didn’t keep this experience to himself.  He didn’t just enjoy the fact that his son was alive.  Instead 
he shared his faith with his family.   

• He told them how he came to Jesus with a desperate request for help.   

• He told them about trusting in Jesus’ promise of healing.   

• He told them how the miracle of his son’s recovery was a confirmation of that promise.  

• And as a result, his whole household put their faith in Christ. 
 
This is the same kind of faith that we saw with the Samaritan woman at the well.  True faith in Jesus is a contagious faith.  If 
we’ve put our trust in Jesus and we’ve had our sins forgiven and have been declared righteous in God’s sight, if we’ve been 
born again into his kingdom, adopted into his family and baptised by his Spirit – then we too should be desperate to share 
this faith with others. 
 
We should be like the apostles who, even when they were threatened to stop speaking about Jesus, declared: “We cannot 
help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” Acts 4:20 
 
Conclusion 
So when it comes to other people, it is good to be careful not to believe everything that we hear.  We do need to be 
cautious and guarded, so that we are not deceived. 
 
But when it comes to Jesus, we need to learn that we can take him at his word.  We can put our faith completely in him 
because he is faithful to all his promises!   
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