
ECF 30th June 2019 John 7:25-52 Divided Opinions 
In 1971, Coca Cola released a famous advert where they got people from all over the world to sing together.  Have a look: 
Video: Teach the World to Sing. 

 
I think it is obvious why it was such a powerful advert.  It is a beautiful idea that something could bring together everybody 
in this world from all the different countries and cultures and teach them to live in perfect love and harmony.   
 
However, those of us who are a bit cynical, would point out that it is a bit ridiculous to think that an addictive sugary drink 
could ever achieve that.  But maybe we could imagine that someone like Jesus could.  Maybe the power of his love and the 
transformation that he produces might just unite this world in harmony. 
 
But we’d be wrong.  Jesus didn’t come with the hope that he would teach us all to live in love and harmony.  Jesus said in 
Luke 12:51: “Do you think I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I have come to divide people against each other!”  
 
And we can see what this looks like in the second half of John 7, as he divided the opinions of the people at the Feast of 
Tabernacles.   John 7:25-52: “At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, “Isn’t this the man they are trying 
to kill? 26 Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a word to him. Have the authorities really concluded that he 
is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man is from; when the Christ comes, no-one will know where he is from.” 
28 Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, “Yes, you know me, and you know where I am from. I am not 
here on my own, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him, 29 but I know him because I am from him and he sent 
me.” 
30 At this they tried to seize him, but no-one laid a hand on him, because his time had not yet come. 31 Still, many in the 
crowd put their faith in him. They said, “When the Christ comes, will he do more miraculous signs than this man?” 
32 The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about him. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple 
guards to arrest him. 
33 Jesus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I go to the one who sent me. 34 You will look for me, but you will 
not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.” 
35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we cannot find him? Will he go where our people 
live scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? 36 What did he mean when he said, ‘You will look for me, but you 
will not find me,’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’?” 
37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me 
and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” 39 By this 
he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, 
since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.” 
41 Others said, “He is the Christ.” 
Still others asked, “How can the Christ come from Galilee? 42 Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from 
David’s family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?” 43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 44 Some 
wanted to seize him, but no-one laid a hand on him. 
45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?” 
46 “No-one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards declared. 
47 “You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. 48 “Has any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in 
him? 49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law—there is a curse on them.” 
50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, 51 “Does our law condemn a man 
without first hearing him to find out what he is doing?” 
52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.”  
 
Last week we saw that the Feast of Tabernacles was one of the most important feasts in the Jewish calendar.  It celebrated 
both God’s provision in the harvest that had just been gathered and God’s provision during the 40 years the people of Israel 
spent wandering in the desert after the exodus from Egypt. 
 
And although Jesus didn’t go to this feast when his unbelieving brothers thought he should, he did go up later and taught in 
the temple courts.  But this divided the opinions of those who heard him.  “The people were divided because of Jesus.”  
John 7:43  And in this passage we can see three basic groups of people – three different responses to Jesus.  
 
1. Some Remained Confused 
Firstly, some people remained confused by him.  They struggled to make up their mind about Jesus because to them some 
things just didn’t match up.   
 



a) Because of What Others Were Doing  
One of them was what the authorities were doing.  They thought that the religious leaders were against Jesus and wanted 
to kill him, and yet they were allowing him to preach.  And so they were wondering if they’d actually changed their mind.  
“Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a word to him. Have the authorities really concluded that he is the 
Christ?” John 7:26 
 
We all like to see ourselves as independently minded, as people who think for ourselves and don’t just go with the flow.  But 
the reality is that all of us are susceptible to the influence of others.  It’s why fashions come and go, why cultures shift over 
time and why people are paid these days to be social media influencers.   
 
And so we need to be careful who we allow to influence our thinking.  As Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:33: “Bad company 
corrupts good character.”  
  
b) Because of Where He Was From  
But these people weren’t just confused by what other people were doing.  They were also confused because of where Jesus 
was from.  Jesus did not fit in with what they thought they knew about the Messiah. 
 
Some of them had the idea that “When the Christ comes, no-one will know where he is from.”  John 7:27.  In some way, the 
Messiah would just appear out of the blue, without warning and without anybody knowing his background.  But this was a 
problem when it came to Jesus because, as they said, “We know where this man is from.” John 7:27.   
 
Others were confused because they knew that the Scripture said, “That the Christ will come from David’s family and from 
Bethlehem, the town where David lived.” John 6:42.  But again, this was a problem for them, because they didn’t know 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, and they didn’t bother to investigate.  They thought that Jesus was from Nazareth and so, 
“How can the Christ come from Galilee?” John 7:41 
 
These people were confused because Jesus didn’t fit in with their ideas or with what they thought they knew about him.  
And this often happens.  People are often confused because God often works in ways that don’t match our ideas or our 
thoughts.  So Isaiah 55:8 says:  “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.” 
 
c) Because of Where He Was Going 
But people weren’t just confused because of where Jesus was from.  They were also confused because of where he was 
going.  “I am with you for only a short time, and then I go to the one who sent me. 34 You will look for me, but you will not 
find me; and where I am, you cannot come.” John 7:33-34 
 
The people didn’t understand what Jesus meant by this.  “Will he go where our people live scattered among the Greeks, and 
teach the Greeks?” John 7:35   
 
Of course, this would be the mission of Jesus’ disciples.  He would send them out into the world to speak to the Gentiles, 
those who were not Jews.  But this wasn’t what he was talking about here.  Instead, Jesus was talking about his ascension 
into heaven.  Their confusion was because they were thinking simply in earthly terms, not heavenly.   
 
And they weren’t the only ones to get that wrong.  When Pilate interrogated Jesus about being a king, Jesus said, “My 
kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest.” John 18:36  Pilate didn’t understand 
that Jesus hadn’t come to establish an earthly kingdom of peace, prosperity and power.  Instead he came to build a 
heavenly one of eternal life in relationship with God. 
   
And so if we want to really follow Jesus, we need to, as Paul said,  “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”  
Colossians 3:2. 
 
d) Because of What He Said  
There was one other reason some people remained confused about Jesus.  “The chief priests and the pharisees sent temple 
guards to arrest him.” John 7:32, but after listening to what Jesus said, they came back without him.   
 
Of course God was in control of this, because, as we saw last week, “his time had not yet come.” John 7:30.   But the reason 
for why these men couldn’t arrest Jesus was that they were so impressed by his words.  “No-one ever spoke the way this 
man does” John 7:46   
 
And many people continue to be confused because they’d like to dismiss him as a fool or a fictional character, and yet they 



are deeply impressed by his words.  What do you do with someone who claims to be God and yet speaks with such love and 
wisdom?   
 
2. Some Rejected Him  
So some people remained confused about Jesus.  They couldn’t make up their minds.  But others, like the Pharisees and 
chief priests, had no doubt that Jesus should be rejected.   
 
a) Because he challenged their knowledge  
One of the reasons for this was because Jesus challenged their knowledge of God.  These religious rulers prided themselves 
on their knowledge of, and relationship with, God.  When the temple guards came back without Jesus, they rebuked them 
by saying, “Has any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law—
there is a curse on them.”  John 7:48-49 
 
They ridiculed the crowd as ignorant and cursed because of they didn’t keep the law, and arrogantly saw themselves as 
better because they knew and obeyed God.   
 
But Jesus dared to dispute this.  He said that the reason they didn’t accept him was that they didn’t know God!  “You do not 
know him, but I know him because I am from him and he sent me.” John 7:28-29.  Jesus claimed a unique and exclusive 
knowledge of, and relationship with, God that they had no understanding of.   
 
b) Because he challenged their position 
But he didn’t only challenge their knowledge.  He also challenged their position.  If Jesus was telling the truth, if he really 
was the Messiah, then they were outside of God’s kingdom, and they were going to lose all their power and prestige.   
 
And so when people started to express faith in Jesus and, “The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about 
him.” John 7:32, they decided they couldn’t wait any longer.  He was too much a threat to their position, influence and 
status.  He had to be arrested. 
 
And even when Nicodemus asked about the correctness of condemning someone “without first hearing him to find out 
what he is doing.” John 7:51, they refused to listen.  They didn’t want to consider the possibility that Jesus was the Messiah, 
because that would mean they would lose what they really valued – their position and power and influence.   
 
And Pilate knew this.  When Jesus was on trial before him, Matthew 27:18 says, “He knew it was out of envy that they had 
handed Jesus over to him.”  
 
And sadly today many people still reject Jesus because his claims challenge their knowledge of God and position with him.   

• Jesus still claims to be the final and complete revelation from God,  

• He still claims that real life is only found by those who come to him.   

• He still claims that we need to humble ourselves and accept that we’re sinners in need of a Saviour. 

• And he still calls us to come empty-handed to him and ask for his undeserved grace.   
And sadly many people refuse to do this, and so they reject him.   
 
3. Some Received Him 
But not everybody.  Even although Jesus was surrounded by many who remained confused by him and others who rejected 
him, “Still, many in the crowd put their faith in him.” John 7:31 
 
a) Because of what he did 
For some, this was because of what Jesus did.  They said, “When the Christ comes, will he do more miraculous signs than 
this man?” John 7:31 
 
They looked at Jesus’ miraculous signs, his healing of broken bodies, his feeding of hungry crowds and they accepted that 
these things pointed to the reality of who Jesus is, and as a result they put their faith in him. 
 
This is of course why John wrote his gospel, recording these miraculous signs: “That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” John 20:31  
 
b) Because of what he said 
Others were convinced by what Jesus said: “On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the 
Prophet.”  John 7:40   



 
Each day of the week-long Feast of Tabernacles, the people would go to the fountain of Gihon which supplied water for the 
Pool of Siloam.  Here the priest filled a gold jug with water while the choir sang from Isaiah 12:3: “With joy you will draw 
water from the wells of salvation.”  Then the crowd would make its way to the temple where the priest would pour out this 
water at the altar.   
 
On the 7th day, the last and greatest day, when the priest poured out the water at the altar, the crowd walked around the 
altar 7 times.  All of this was to remind the people of God’s provision of life-giving water - both in their present when the 
rains came to water their crops, and in the past when the people were wandering in the desert when God provided water 
miraculously from a rock. 
 
But on that last day, Jesus stood and declared, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in 
me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” John 7:37-38 
 
Jesus was inviting people to come to him because he alone could satisfy their ultimate thirst, he alone is the ultimate Rock 
from which eternal life-giving waters flow to fill us, not just as a once-off experience, but as a never-ending flow of living 
water.    
 
And John explained that this was the offer of the gift of the Holy Spirit in us.  The next verse says, “By this he meant the 
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had 
not yet been glorified.” John 7:39.   
 
People had experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit before this time – but it was only for some people and for some of 
the time.  But, after Jesus’ glory was fully revealed at the cross, this gift of the Spirit would be received by all who would 
believe in him, by anyone who would receive him! 
 
And this is the wonderful offer of the gospel.  It is not an invitation to religious ceremonies or rituals that we need to 
constantly repeat.  Neither is it a command to try harder in order to be good enough for God to love us.  Rather it is the 
free, full and forever gift of communion with God through his Spirit, because of the life-giving work of Jesus on the cross.   
 
4. What will we do?   
And so this passage presents to us the most important question of our lives: How will we respond to Jesus.  Which of these 
divided opinions will be ours? 

• Will we remain confused about him because he doesn’t fit into our ideas? 

• Will we reject him because he challenges our knowledge and position? 

• Or will we come to him and receive him because of what he has accomplished and what he offers? 
 
If we do that today, we can be sure that our sins will be forgiven and that we will receive the gift of eternal life, with God’s 
Spirit living within us. 
 
But this passage also has a powerful lesson for us who’ve already received him.  If Jesus stirred up such divided opinions 
when he was on the earth, then we can be encouraged when we experience something similar when we share the gospel.   
 
When we go out into the world with the message of Jesus, we will always experience divided opinions.  So we: 

• Don’t need to be discouraged by those who remain confused!  Instead we can pray that the Holy Spirit will open their 
eyes! 

• And we don’t need to be disheartened by those who reject Jesus.  We know that there will always be many on that 
broad road. 

• But instead we can keep going, knowing that some will receive Jesus.  Those who are thirsty will come to him and drink 
and be satisfied with the life-giving gift of the Holy Spirit. 
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