
ECF 25th August 2019 John 8:38-47  Whose Child Are You?  
Alan Jackson is an American country singing legend.  He has sold more than 80 million records and received numerous 
awards for his music.  He has recorded over 20 albums including two gospel albums, one of which was the best-selling 
Christian album of 2006.  
 
But a while ago, he released this song.  Have a listen: Video: We’re All God’s Children 
 
Does that sound right to you?  I think we’d all agree that it would be nice if we all just acted like one big happy family.  But is 
it true that we are really all God’s children?  Despite what we believe or how we act, are we all children of God? 
 
Well, not according to Jesus.  Yes we are all created by God.  We belong to him because we were made by him and for him.  
And God loves us and longs for us all to be in right relationship with him.  But Jesus said that we’re not all God’s children.   
 
And the people who first of heard Jesus say this, were just as shocked and outraged as people might be today.  Let’s read 
John 8:38-47:  “I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you do what you have heard from your 
father.” 
39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. 
“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do the things Abraham did. 40 As it is, you are determined to 
kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the things 
your own father does.” 
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come 
on my own; but he sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You 
belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not 
holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father 
of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, 
why don’t you believe me? 47 He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not 
belong to God.” 
 
1. We’re Not All God’s Children 
The Jewish people that Jesus was speaking to here thought of themselves as children of God.  When Jesus questioned who 
their father was, they answered by saying, “Abraham is our father.”  John 8:39 
 
And to some extent, this was just a matter of fact.  As the people of Israel, they were the physical descendants of Abraham.  
Abraham was the father of their nation. 
 
But when they said this, they weren’t just stating their biological ancestry.  They were claiming Abraham as their spiritual 
father.   
 
a) Abraham was a Child of God 
As we thought about last time, Abraham had been brought into a right relationship with God through his faith.  Genesis 15:6 
says that “Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” Abram accepted God’s Word and trusted in 
God’s promise, and in response, God completely forgave his sin and declared him righteous in his sight.   
 
And so in their minds, because Abraham was their father and because they were circumcised as a symbol of their 
membership of this covenant community, and because they followed the law given to Moses – then that meant that they 
too were in right relationship with God.   
 
And so they protested, “We are not illegitimate children… The only Father we have is God himself.” John 8:41  They firmly 
believed that they were children of God, members of his family, in a right relationship with him. 
 
b) They were not 
But Jesus disagreed with them.  Yes they were the physical descendants of Abraham – but they were not his spiritual 
descendants.  They were not living in a right relationship with God.  At the end of our passage, Jesus stated these shocking 
words, “You do not belong to God.” John 8:47 
 
And Paul repeated this truth in his letter to the Romans.  He said: “A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor is 
circumcision merely outward and physical.” Romans 2:28  Being able to trace your ancestry back to Abraham, does not 
guarantee you are connected to God. 



 
So what this means is that we’re not all automatically God’s children.  Some people are children of God, but some people 
are not.   
 
And not only that – there are some people, like these Jews that Jesus was speaking to at this time, who think and claim to 
be children of God, but they are not.  Race, religious ceremonies and even respectability in our lifestyle does not guarantee 
that we are part of God’s family. 
 
2. Some are Children of Satan 
And that’s really important to know, because if we’re not children of God, then we’re in big trouble, especially because of 
what Jesus said is the other option. 
 
Jesus didn’t only tell his listeners that they were not children of God.  He said to them, “You belong to your father, the 
devil.” John 8:44 
 
In the Bible, people are divided into two groups, and we are either part of one or the other.  We either members of God’s 
kingdom, connected to him, accepted by him and adopted into his family – or we are in Satan’s kingdom, trapped in the 
dominion of darkness. 
 
a) Lost Now 
And that has incredibly serious consequences.  If that was true of us, then it would mean that now we would be, as Paul 
wrote in Ephesians 2:12, “Separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the 
promise, without hope and without God in the world.”  
 
b) Lost Forever  
And it also would mean that we are heading for a lost eternity.  In his explanation of the parable of the wheat and weeds, 
Jesus said about the sons of the evil one, that at the day of judgement: “They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 13:42 
 
3. Don’t Be Deceived 
And so it is crucial for us to know whether we are a child of God or a child of Satan, whether we’re in God’s kingdom or in 
the dominion of darkness!  But knowing that is not always as simple as we might think. 
 
These Jews that Jesus was speaking to didn’t think that they were children of Satan.  They weren’t seeking to follow Satan.  
They weren’t engaging in Satanic rituals.  They were deeply religious, sincere and good-living people.  But like the false 
teachers that Paul warned about, they were, “Deceiving and being deceived.” 2 Timothy 3:13  
 
a) Satan is a liar 
That’s because Satan is a liar.  Jesus said that “When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar.” John 8:44 
 
My native language is English – of course, with a bit of a Scottish accent!   So when I speak, that is the language I use.  But 
when Satan speaks, he always speaks lies.  He distorts the truth, twists the facts, misrepresents reality and rejects God’s 
Word. 
 
In fact, he is “the father of lies,” John 8:44.  He is the ultimate source of lies in this world.  We can see that if we go right 
back to the Garden of Eden.   
 

i) Questioning God’s Word 
There Satan began by questioning God’s Word.  He said to Eve: “Did God really say?” Genesis 3:1  This was not the question 
of honest enquiry, but one that expressed a deep defiance against God.   

 
ii) Exaggerating God’s Commands 

This was followed by exaggerating God’s commands, suggesting that God had said to Adam and Eve that “You must not eat 
from any tree in the garden?” Genesis 3:1 
 
Instead of this garden being a place of bountiful provision and extensive freedom, with only one small limitation, Satan 
made it out to be a place of unreasonable and unacceptable restriction. 
 

iii) Contradicting God’s Warnings 



But as Eve was slowly pulled in to this lie, Satan then openly contradicted God’s warning.  He said that if they rebelled 
against God, “You will not surely die.”  Genesis 3:4 
 

iv) Distorting God’s Will 
And then finally, he distorted God’s will.  “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:5 
 
He made it appear that God was trying to keep her down, prevent her from experiencing something great.  If she ate of that 
tree then she would know good and evil, she would be like God!   
 
b) He Is Dangerous  
And Satan continues to use the same strategies today.  “Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.” 2 Corinthians 
11:14, trying to appear to act on our behalf. 

• He questions God’s word, encouraging us to defy what God said. 

• He exaggerates God’s commands, trying to make us feel restricted and oppressed by them. 

• He contradicts God’s warnings, telling us that we can sin and get away with it. 

• He distorts God’s will, making us feel that God is keeping the best from us. 
 
But it is all a lie.  Satan offers satisfaction, but always disappoints.  He promises life to the full, but instead he destroys it.  He 
claims to bring light and life – but instead he brings darkness and death.   
And so that is why Jesus said, “He was a murderer from the beginning.” John 8:44.  His deception led to the death of Adam 
and Eve, and every human being since then! 
 
4. Who We Are Is Revealed By What We Do 
So if Satan is so good at deception, how can we know whether we belong to him or to God?  Well Jesus said to the Jews, “If 
you were Abraham’s children… then you would do the things Abraham did.” John 8:39  But this wasn’t the case.  Instead, 
“You are doing the things your own father does.” John 8:41   
 
And so their actions revealed who they belonged to.  Who we are is revealed by what we do!   
 
a) Truth or Lies 
For example, who we are is revealed by how we respond to God’s truth.  Jesus said, “He who belongs to God hears what 
God says.” John 8:47  Abraham listened to and accepted the truth from God.  And one of the characteristics of those who 
belong to God is that they are eager to listen to God’s word.   
 
That’s what we saw earlier in John 8:31: “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.”  Those who belong to God 
are those who accept Jesus’ teaching, value it, treasure it, love it, learn it and seek to live it out.   
 
But these Jews refused to do that.  They rejected, criticised and ridiculed Jesus’ teaching.  Their ears were closed.  They 
refused to listen to Jesus.  And Jesus said, “The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” John 8:47   
 
In fact he said to them, “You are unable to head what I say.” John 8:43.  Even although they had the greatest of all teachers 
in front of them, they were unable to hear and accept his words.  It was as if their ears were blocked.  
 
And this is the work of Satan in the minds of all those who are part of his kingdom.  “The god of this age has blinded the 
minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 4:4  They are so 
deceived by Satan, that they readily accept and live in his lies, rather than accept the wonderful truth of Christ!   
 
So who we are is revealed by whether we accept God’s truth or listen to Satan’s lies!   
 
b) Faith or Disbelief 
But it is also revealed by how we respond to that truth.  Abraham didn’t just listen to God.  He put his faith in God, and it 
was this that brought him into God’s family.   
As we read earlier, “Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” Genesis 15:6.   
 
And it is the same for us.  Jesus came to rescue us from Satan and bring us into God’s family.  This was his mission and what 
he accomplished for us on the cross,.  He “disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by the cross.” Colossians 2:15  
 



And so all we need to do to be brought into God’s family, is put our faith in Jesus as our Saviour and Lord.  This is what John 
wrote at the start of his gospel: “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God.” John 1:12 
 
And so if we’ve done this, if we’ve trusted in Jesus this morning, if we have put our faith in him as the forgiver of our sins 
and the leader of our lives, then like Paul we can celebrate that: “He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.” Colossians 1:13  This is the wonderful salvation offer of the gospel!   
 
But the people Jesus was speaking to here were still children of Satan because they refused to believe Jesus.  “Yet because I 
tell the truth, you do not believe me!” John 8:45 
 
They did not put their faith in him as the forgiver of their sins and the leader of their lives.  They did not trust in him as their 
rescuer and redeemer.  And so they remained in the dominion of darkness and separate from God. 
 
So who we are is revealed by whether we have put our faith in Jesus or not!   
 
c) Love or Hate 
And so in the end, this all boils down to what do we think about Jesus.  Jesus said, “If God were your Father, you would love 
me, for I come from God.”  John 8:42.  Jesus is the Son of God, the image of the invisible God, the exact representation of 
his being.  And so if we belong to God and love God, then we will love Jesus.   
 
But if we don’t love Jesus, we do not belong to God.  Some of the people in the crowd that day hated him.  Jesus said to 
them, “You are determined to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such 
things.”  John 8:40  
 
Their attitude to Jesus showed that they were not like Abraham.  Jesus said in the next section of this chapter that 
“Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day.” John 8:56  But they wanted to kill Jesus.  They wanted to get Jesus out 
of their lives.  They refused to accept him as their king!  They were like their father the devil, who was a murderer from the 
beginning. 
 
So who we are is revealed by what we do.  By whether we  

• Listen to God’s truth or Satan’s lies. 

• Put our faith in God’s salvation plan or refuse to believe. 

• Love God’s Son or want to get him out of our lives. 
 
Conclusion 
So that song that we listened to at the beginning is not true.   

• We’re not all God’s children. 

• Some are still children of Satan. 

• So we mustn’t be deceived. 

• We need to know whose child we are – because our eternal destiny rests upon this question.   
 
But also we need to know this truth, because there are so many people around us today who, like the people Jesus was 
speaking to, are living under a false assumption.   
 
They think that because of their background, upbringing, religious activities, good living or because they think all roads lead 
to God in the end, that they’re ok, that they belong to God, that they are his children. 
 
So if we care about them at all, then even if people don’t like it, we need to keep on going out with the truth that on our 
own we are lost and heading to a lost eternity, but that Jesus came to rescue us and bring us into God’s family!   
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