
ECF 4th August 2019 The Light of the World John 8:12-30 
In a fire station in California, there is a remarkable light bulb.  It was a 60 watt bulb, but it only gives off about 4 watts these 
days.  But the amazing thing is, that apart from a handful of times, this light bulb has been shining for over 100 years.   Have 
a look at this: Video: Centennial Light bulb 
 
The centennial light bulb is certainly amazing, whether that’s because it was made in America or not.  But this morning, 
we’re going to focus in on a much more amazing light, one that provides a more powerful light and that continues to shine 
into lives after thousands of years.   
John 8:12-30: “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
13 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid.” 
14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am 
going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on 
no-one. 16 But if I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. 17 In your 
own Law it is written that the testimony of two men is valid. 18 I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the 
Father, who sent me.” 
19 Then they asked him, “Where is your father?” 
“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 20 He spoke these 
words while teaching in the temple area near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no-one seized him, because his 
time had not yet come. 
21 Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you 
cannot come.” 
22 This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?” 
23 But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that 
you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.” 
25 “Who are you?” they asked. 
“Just what I have been claiming all along,” Jesus replied. 26 “I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is 
reliable, and what I have heard from him I tell the world.” 
27 They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father. 28 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of 
Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has 
taught me. 29 The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.” 30 Even as he 
spoke, many put their faith in him.” 
 
If you can think back a month ago, you’ll remember that Jesus was in Jerusalem for the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles.  That 
was the week-long celebration when Israel slept in temporary shelters to celebrate both God’s goodness to them in the 
harvest that had just been gathered in, and to their nation as they wandered in the desert for 40 years after the exodus 
from Egypt. 
 
And we saw in John 7, Jesus used one of the rituals of that feast in his teaching.  Each day of that feats the priest would 
collect water at the fountain of Gihon and followed by the people, take it to the temple where he’d pour it out at the altar. 
 
But Jesus stood and declared, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.” John 7:37   Jesus was inviting people to 
come to him because he alone could satisfy their ultimate thirst, he alone is the Rock from which life-giving waters flow. 
 
1. The True Source of Light 
And Jesus did something similar here.  At the end of the first day of this feast in the court of women in the temple, four 20 
meter high golden lamps were lit with great rejoicing.  Celebration with music and dancing continued through the nights of 
the feast, with the light in the temple illuminating the entire city. 
 
But on that last day of this feast, Jesus stood and declared: “I am the light of the world.” John 8:12  This was a remarkable 
claim that revealed his identity and ministry.   
 
a) His Identity  
As we thought about during our summer camp with the kids, Genesis 1 records the events right at the beginning of space 
and time when “God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.” Genesis 1:3  
 
God is the source of light in this world.  He spoke and dispelled the darkness and emptiness with his light! The light God 
created was the beginning of all that we see around us, the start of life itself.   
 



i) Our Creator God 
But Jesus claimed “I am the light of the world” John 8:12.  On a clear night, the moon lights up our night sky.  But that is only 
because it reflects the light from the sun.  But Jesus was not claiming to be a reflection of God’s light.  He was claiming to be 
the source of light and life himself.  He is claiming here to be God!   
 

ii) The Great I AM 
And this is what is behind all of the seven “I Am” sayings and the seven “I Am” statements in this gospel.   
At the burning bush, when Moses asked God his name, God replied: “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’ ” Exodus 3:14  This is the name Yahweh.  It declares that God is the “I AM”.  He is self-
existent, he doesn’t depend on anyone else.  And he is eternal – he is never changing.   
 
And so in this passage, when Jesus said,  

• “I am the light of the world.” John 8:12. 

• And “If you do not believe that I am.” John 8:24 

• And, “Then you will know that I am.” John 8:28 
Jesus claiming to be more than just a good man, more than just a prophet, more than just the Messiah.  He was claiming to 
be God and equal with the Father!     
 
And Jesus made this clear in this passage in other ways too.  So in John 8:23 he said, “You are from below; I am from above. 
You are of this world; I am not of this world.” And those who heard him, understood the significance of his word.  As we’ll 
see in a couple of weeks, the Jews picked up stones to stone him because they recognised that he was claiming to be God! 
 
b) His Ministry  
But Jesus’ statement here doesn’t only reveal his identity, it also reveals his ministry, what he has come to do in our lives. 
 

i) Direction 
The lamps that were lit as part of the Feast of Tabernacles were a reminder of how the Israelites were guided at night 
through the desert by a pillar of fire: “By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way 
and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.” Exodus 13:21  The pillar of cloud 
and fire was a symbol of God’s presence which guided them and showed them where to go.   
 
And we too need that light so that we can follow God’s direction for our lives.  Psalm 119:105 states: “Your word is a lamp 
to my feet and a light for my path.”  God’s Word guides us as we read it and seek to live it out.  It reveals God’s plan and 
purpose for our lives. 
 
But here Jesus said , “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.” John 8:12  He is the true light for God’s people.  He came to us as the living Word to shine into our lives, more clearly 
than ever before.  He came to guide our feet, to illuminate our path – to show us how to live, to lead us in the right way. 
 
So we don’t need to stumble in the dark.  We don’t need to struggle to find our own way in life.  Jesus will lead us.  “I will 
instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you.” Psalm 32:8 
 

ii) Revelation 
But Jesus didn’t just come to show us how to live, he came to lead us to God!  This world is living in the darkness of 
ignorance of God, because of sin.  “They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God.” Ephesians 
4:18   
 
But Jesus came to open the eyes of the blind, to shine the light of God’s truth into darkened hearts.  So Jesus said here: “If 
you knew me, you would know my Father also.” John 8:19  If we look to Jesus, we see the revelation of God.  As the light of 
the world, Jesus came to reveal God to us.   
 
If we walk into a dark room, we have no idea what is in that room.  We can only guess and speculate.  But when you switch 
on the light, suddenly everything is revealed.  When Jesus came into the world, the guesswork was over, the speculations 
can end.  The light of Jesus reveals the truth of who God is. “No-one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is 
at the Father’s side, has made him known.” John 1:18  
 

iii) Salvation  
But revealing God to us was not enough.  We needed someone who could bring us into the light of the presence of God. 
 



The pillar of cloud and fire wasn’t only a symbol of God’s guidance.  It was also a symbol of God’s protection.  On the banks 
of the Red Sea, Pharaoh’s army caught up with the people of Israel.  They looked trapped, but God protected them:  “The 
pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them,20 coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. 
Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other; so neither went near the other all 
night long.” Exodus 14:19–20  The people of Israel were safe all night until they crossed the Red Sea because they enjoyed 
the light of God’s presence and protection. 
 
But we face a greater danger than Pharaoh.  Jesus said: “If you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed 
die in your sins.”  John 8:24  This is the reality of all those outside of faith in Jesus.  They will face the just judgement for 
their sins.   
 
But if we’ve trusted in Jesus then we’ve been brought into the light of God’s salvation!  “For he has rescued us from the 
dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.” Colossians 1:13   He has taken us from the 
kingdom of darkness – where we were dominated by sin, fear, death and Satan.  And he has brought us into the wonderful 
light of his presence, peace and purpose!   
 
Jesus accomplished this through the cross.  He referred to this in John 8:28: “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then 
you will know that I am.”  When Jesus was lifted up on the cross, he was punished for us.  For three hours he entered into 
our darkness, so that we could experience his light!   
 
So if we’re following Jesus, if we’ve trusted in him, we can experience the joy and security of God’s salvation.  We can say 
“The Lord is my light and my salvation— whom shall I fear?”  Psalm 27:1 We’ll never walk in the darkness of ignorance or of 
slavery to sin and death.  Instead we’ll walk in his direction, his revelation and his salvation.   
 
2. Don’t Stay in the dark 
This is an amazing offer.  But tragically so many chose to stay in the dark.  This is what the Pharisees did.   
 
a) They were Critical  
They criticised what Jesus said.  “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid.” John 8:13 
 
This probably goes back to something Jesus said before when he claimed that “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not 
valid.” John 5:31   
 
And that was based on the law of Moses that said that there had to be more than one witness to prosecute anyone.  “A 
matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.” Deuteronomy 19:15  
 
But Jesus answered this in two ways.  First of all, he claimed that he didn’t need to abide by the standards of others.  That’s 
because he had a unique authority on this issue because he had a unique understanding of himself.  “Even if I testify on my 
own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am going.” John 8:14  Nobody else could say 
that about him. 
 
But secondly, his was not appearing as a lone witness.  “I am not alone.  I stand with the Father who sent me.” John 8:17  So 
there were two witnesses who could be trusted as they declared his identity and mission – both the Father and the Son! 
 
b) They Were Ignorant 
But this raised a second issue.  The Pharisees couldn’t accept the truth of this testimony, because they didn’t know either 
the Father or the Son.   
Throughout this passage we can see the shocking ignorance of these religious leaders.   

• In 8:19, they asked, “Where is your father?”   

• Then in John 8:25, they asked Jesus , “Who are you?” 

• And in John 8:19, Jesus said about them:  “You do not know me or my Father.” 
 
But they weren’t just ignorant of the identity of Jesus.  They were also ignorant of his mission.  Jesus said to them, “You 
have no idea where I come from or where I am going.”  John 8:14.  
 
And later, they themselves confirmed this.  When Jesus told them that they couldn’t go where he was going, they asked, 
“Will he kill himself?  Is that why he says, “Where I go, you cannot come.”  John 8:22  
 
These men had no idea that Jesus had come from heaven to earth to go to the cross, to pay for our sins, and then be raised 



on the third day and then ascend into heaven. 
 
Sometimes what we don’t know doesn’t make that much of a difference.  There are lots of things that we don’t know that 
won’t affect our lives.  But the ignorance of these men was tragic.  As we’ve already noticed, Jesus said to them: “If you do 
not believe that I am… you will indeed die in your sins.”  John 8:24   
 
c) They Were Evil 
But they didn’t have to stay in the dark.  Jesus said, “If you knew me, you would know my Father also.”  John 8:19   Jesus 
came to provide the light so that they could know God and be saved from their sins. 
 
But sadly so many of them refused to come into the light of Christ.  They hid from it.  That was because they didn’t want to 
face up to their sin.  Jesus said: “Men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.20 Everyone who does 
evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.” John 3:19–20 
 
3. Instead Step into the Light 
But some stepped into the light.  Our passage ended with the words, “Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him.” John 
8:30 
 
These people didn’t understand everything that Jesus had been teaching.  They weren’t more intelligent or better living 
than the Pharisees.  However, they were willing to accept that they were living in darkness and that they needed the light of 
Christ.   
 
And we can do the same today.  If we humbly accept our need of the light of Jesus’ direction, revelation and salvation and 
we put our trust in him, then no matter who we are, what we have or haven’t done, we can step into light, and never walk 
in darkness ever again. 
 
4. And Shine that Light in the World 
And if we’ve done this, then we are called to shine that light in the world.   
 
“Live as children of light... Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness.” Ephesians 5:8,11  This is simply about 
living out who we are in Christ.  It is about listening to Christ, letting his light shine into our hearts and direct us as we live 
each day to please him. 
 
And when we do this, we will shine his light into this dark world.  Jesus taught us: “Let your light shine before men, that they 
may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16  Just as our lives have been transformed by 
coming into the light of Jesus, so God will transform others through the light that we shine!     
 
Conclusion 
So that little bulb in California is amazing, as it has been shining for 100 years.  But this is the most important light in this 
world. 

• Jesus is the one and only true source of light, who can dispel the darkness of our lives. 

• So don’t stay in the dark. 

• Instead step into the light. 

• And then shine that light in this dark world! 
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