
ECF 8th September 2019 John 9:1-12  Opening Blind Eyes 
In May of 2015, a 5.9 magnitude earthquake struck Malaysia’s highest mountain.  The quake damaged roads and buildings 
and sent rocks and boulders raining down on trekking routes popular with tourists from all over the world.  As a result 18 
people died and many others were injured. 
 
It was a tragic accident, but what caught the attention of the international media was who was blamed for this.  Local 
officials didn’t blame a seismic shift, plate tectonics or volcanic activity.  Instead, government officials blamed this 
earthquake on four tourists who for a challenge removed their clothes on the top of the mountain. 
 
According to them, this act of public indecency offended the tribal spirits that locals believe dwell on that mountain, and the 
result was the deadly earthquake! 
 
Now, this might sound like a ridiculous claim, but in fact many Christians fall into that same trap of wanting to blame 
someone for the bad things that happen in this world.  This is especially the case with physical illnesses.   
 
It seems that there is an increasing number of Christians who believe that it is always God’s will for us to be healthy.  And so 
if someone is suffering from a physical illness, then they must be to blame.  They must be doing something wrong.  They 
must have sin in their life, or unbelief, or a lack of faith.   
 
But that kind of thinking is not new.  Jesus’ disciples thought that – until Jesus corrected them when he declared that one 
man’s suffering was instead an opportunity for God ‘s power to be revealed in opening his blind eyes. 
 
John 9:1-12: “As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his 
life. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no-one can work. 5 While I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world.” 
6 Having said this, he spat on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, 
“wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 
8 His neighbours and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 
9 Some claimed that he was. 
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” 
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 
10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they demanded. 
11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I 
went and washed, and then I could see.” 
12 “Where is this man?” they asked him. 
“I don’t know,” he said.”  
 
1. A Controversial Question 
This incident started with a controversial question.  Jesus and the disciples were on the way out of the temple grounds after 
slipping away from those who wanted to stone Jesus for blasphemy, when they, “Saw a man blind from birth.” John 9:1 
 
a) A Terrible Situation 
This man was in a terrible situation.  I don’t think any of us can really imagine what it would be like to be blind from birth – 
to have never seen anything in this wonderful world.  Always to have lived in darkness.   
 
I can’t remember how it came up, but as a family, we were talking about this recently and wondering what it would be like 
to have been blind from birth.  We were wondering if people in that situation can imagine pictures in their mind and 
whether when they dream, do they see images or not.   
 
What is clear however, is that blindness had a huge impact on this man’s life.  Because of it, he couldn’t work.  To survive , 
he had to beg.  People “…had formerly seen him begging.” John 9:8  
 
This is probably what he was doing when Jesus saw him.  Beggars often waited by the gates of the temple for gifts from 
worshippers.  And so this man was sitting there, helpless, depending on the charity of others. 
 
And he would’ve had no hope of this situation changing.  Later, he said to the Pharisees, “Nobody has even heard of 
opening the eyes of a man born blind.” John 9:32.  Even although there were healing miracles in the Old Testament, there is 



no record of a permanently blind person being healed.   
 
And so this man was sitting there, in darkness and despair, helpless to provide for himself, powerless to change his 
condition.   
 
But this is not just this man’s situation.  This is also a picture of the spiritual blindness of all who are outside of God’s 
kingdom.  Paul said about them that “They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because 
of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.” Ephesians 4:18  
 
And Paul also said that this is the result of the deception of Satan.  “The god of this age has blinded the minds of 
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 4:4  
 
So like this man, without Jesus, we are all in darkness and despair.  We are all helpless to provide for ourselves and 
powerless to change our condition. 
 
b) A Terrible Assumption 
But instead of seeing a picture of our spiritual blindness, the disciples of Jesus seemed to be focussed on the question of 
who to blame.  They asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  John 9:2 
 
There is a terrible assumption here.  For them, and many others, there was a simple connection between sin and suffering.  
They believed that personal suffering was always caused by personal sin.   
 
And so, if this man was born blind, then the only question was whether it was because he’d sinned before he was born, or 
whether it was his parents who had sinned. One of them was to blame.  The only debate was which one! 
 
And this view is still around today: 

• There are many in this world who believe in the Hindu and Buddhist teaching of karma and so suffering is caused by the 
wrongs of our past lives.   

• And there are also people in churches who believe in the prosperity gospel that teaches that God’s plan is always for us 
to be healthy, wealthy and happy.  And so if we are not experiencing this, then we must have done something wrong.  
We must not be praying in the right way.   We must not have enough faith.   

• But there’s also numerous Christians who might not agree with that, but still they subconsciously think that if they 
honour God in their lives, then things will work out ok for them.  And so if bad things happen to them, they immediately 
wonder why God would let it happen to them!   

 
And of course, the Bible does teach that how we live can bring suffering into our lives: 

• When Pharaoh took Abram’s wife into his palace: “The Lord inflicted serious diseases on Pharaoh and his household 
because of Abram’s wife Sarai.” Genesis 12:17  

• When Miriam and Aaron opposed Moses: “The anger of the Lord burned against them… there stood Miriam—leprous, 
like snow.” Numbers 12:10  

• And this is not just an OT issue.  So when Paul spoke about the division and sin in the church in Corinth, he said: “That is 
why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep.” 1 Corinthians 11:30  

 
It is a basic principle in this world: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” Galatians 6:7  
Our actions and attitudes and behaviour can bring serious consequences into our lives.   
 
But if we assume that this means that personal suffering is always, or even usually,  the result of personal sin; if we blame 
people for being ill; if we think we’ve the right to criticise people because they are not healthy and happy – then we have 
misunderstood the Bible and we are wrong. 
 
2. A Clear Answer 
Jesus didn’t agree with his disciples’ assumption here that this man’s blindness had been caused by personal sin.  Listen to 
his clear answer.  “Neither this man nor his parents sinned.”  John 9:3 
 
a) Not Their Fault  
Now, of course, this didn’t mean that they were sinless.  We’ve all sinned and fallen short of God’s standard.  But what Jesus 
was saying here was that this man’s blindness was not the result of his sin, nor the sin of his parents.  Personal suffering is 
not always, or usually, the result of personal sin! 
 



This is the clear teaching of the Book of Job.  He suffered incredibly through the loss of his business, his wealth, his family 
and his health.  His three friends came to support him and initially just sat silently with him in his despair. 
 
But then they ruined it all when they opened their mouths and blamed Job for his suffering.  They said things like, “Who, 
being  innocent, has ever perished?  Where were the upright ever destroyed.” Job 4:7  Basically, they said, “Job you’re 
suffering because you sinned.”  
 
But they were wrong.  Job did not suffer because of his personal sin.  In fact, God said about Job.  “There is no-one on earth 
like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” Job 1:8 
 
And then at the end of the book, God reprimanded Eliphaz and his two friends: “I am angry with you and your two friends, 
because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.” Job 42:7  And he went on to tell them to sacrifice 
a burnt offering in repentance and to ask Job to pray for their forgiveness.  Personal suffering is not always, or usually, the 
result of personal sin!   
 
b) Rather An Opportunity For God To Work 
In fact, look at what Jesus said about why this man was blind.   
 
“This happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.”  John 9:3  This blindness was not a punishment from 
God for sin.  It was not evidence that this man or his parents had got it wrong.  Rather, even although this man was suffering 
the consequences of living in this fallen and messed up world, God had an amazing purpose in it.  He was going to use this 
man’s situation to reveal his glory, his power and his grace.   
 
Joseph learned this lesson.  He said to his brothers, the ones who had sold him into slavery, “You intended to harm me, but 
God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.” Genesis 50:20   God didn’t cause 
the evil actions of his brothers.  But God used it, to accomplish something wonderful.   
 
And Paul learned this lesson when he pleaded with the Lord to remove his thorn in the flesh, and the Lord replied: “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9  
 
And so although there are many different and varied reasons for the suffering in our lives, the amazing truth is that “In all 
things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28  Even 
in the most difficult, painful and overwhelming situations in our lives, God is at work, for our good and for his glory!   
 
Of course, we don’t always see this work out, this side of heaven.  God’s purpose is an eternal one and so we need to hold 
onto the truth that even in the darkest of times, God is at work for our eternal good.    
 
3. A Convincing Demonstration  
But in the case of this blind man, God’s work was going to be convincingly demonstrated in his life there and then. “As long 
as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me.  Night is coming, when no-one can work.” John 9:4  Jesus knew that 
the time for his work was limited and so he was willing to do the work his Father had sent him to do.  
 
And this work was to be light in the darkness: “While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” John 9:5  Jesus’ actions 
here were going to demonstrate that reality by opening this man’s eyes. 
 
a) Giving Sight 
“Having said this, he spat on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, 
“wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.” John 9:6-7 
There have been many suggestions about why Jesus healed the man this way.  Some have suggested that we’re supposed to 
think of how “the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground.” Genesis 2:7  And it seems we’re supposed to 
notice that Siloam means Sent and this man was sent to wash there by the one sent from God!   
 
But have you noticed that Jesus healed people in so many different ways?   

• Here he made mud and told the man to wash it off.   

• Another time, Jesus healed two blind men when: “He touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith will it be 
done to you”” Matthew 9:29  

• And yet another time, Jesus “spat on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him” Mark 8:23, but this only partially healed 
his sight.  It was only after Jesus again put his hands on him was he fully healed.   

• Then in John 5, with the disabled man at the pool of Bethesda, he just spoke to him. 



• And in chapter 4, with the official’s son, he wasn’t even with the boy when he healed him.   
 
I think the reason was this, was at least in part, so that we would not focus so much on the manner of healing, but on the 
message of healing.  
 
This blind man was healed, even although he’d been blind from birth.  He experienced what nobody else in his situation had 
experienced.  That’s because Jesus has the power to do what nobody else can do.  He alone could bring him out of darkness 
and into the light.  And so this fifth miraculous sign again points to the identity of Jesus. 
 
In Isaiah 42, the Lord promised the Messiah, the future Servant of the Lord:  
 “I will keep you and will make you 
      to be a covenant for the people 
      and a light for the Gentiles, 
  to open eyes that are blind, 
      to free captives from prison 
      and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.” Isaiah 42:6-7  
 
But more than the Servant of the Lord, this miracle pointed to the fact that Jesus was the Lord himself.  Psalm 146:8 says, 
“The Lord gives sight to the blind, the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the Lord loves the righteous.” 
 
b) Bringing Salvation 
But of course, these promises were not just speaking about physical sight.  Just as this man in his blindness was an picture of 
our spiritual blindness without Jesus – so his healing was an picture of our spiritual healing by Jesus. 
 
Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:6: “God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give 
us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”  

• Just as Jesus, our Creator, dispelled the darkness in this world and brought light and life into being 

• Just as he dispelled the darkness in this man’s life and opened his eyes to the light 

• So he can dispel the darkness of our hearts, open up our blinded minds, reveal the truth of who is and what he can give, 
and bring us into the light of his eternal life. 

 
As John stated at the start of his gospel, “In him was life, and that life was the light of men.” John 1:4. 
 
4. A Curious Debate   
Unfortunately though, not everyone wants to come into that light.  The next verse in John 1 says, “The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” John 1:5, and people certainly didn’t understand or accept what was 
happening here. 
 
This healing started a curious debate about whether this man was the one who used to sit and beg.  “Some claimed that he 
was.  Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” John 9:9   
 
But as we’ll see next time, this debate over this miracle was really because these people were not willing to accept the 
identity of the one who had performed it.  This beggar was not the only one who was blind!   
 
Conclusion 
But we’ll look at that next time.  This morning, I just want us to let Jesus bring his light into our lives, so that we can see 

• That suffering comes into our lives through many different ways and for many different reasons.  So let’s not blame 
those who are sick. 

• That Jesus is the one who can heal, even the most impossible situation.  So let’s keep praying for those who are sick. 

• That Jesus is working for our good in all those painful circumstances.  So let’s not lose hope in these times of pain. 

• But most of all, that Jesus is the one who can dispel the darkness in our lives and bring us into the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God!  So let’s keep going into this world with the light of gospel of Jesus.    
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