
ECF 9th February 2020 John 14:7-14  Knowing The Father 
Video: Hero’s Journey  Many people want to save the world like the lady in that advert.  They want to be a hero and do 
something spectacular.  But of course the reality of doing this is much harder than the dream.  To make a real difference is 
much more challenging than we might imagine. 
 
So that advert suggests lowering our expectations and doing something less challenging.  Instead of being a eco-warrior and 
saving the planet, just drive a Kia car with a slightly better fuel economy. 
 
But do we really just need to settle for second best?  Do we need to just lower our expectations and accept that we can’t 
really do anything significant? Well not according to Jesus.   
 
Last week we were thinking about Jesus’ amazing words to his disciples at the start of John 14.  Even although the disciples 
were distressed by hearing that one of them would betray Jesus, Peter would deny him and that he was soon to leave them, 
Jesus told them: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”  John 14:1 
 
They didn’t need to be overwhelmed with fear or worry because Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  And so through 
faith in him, they could be sure that one day Jesus would return and take them to be with him forever in his Father’s house. 
 
And we were thinking about how that truth should encourage us in our lives.  Despite all the trouble that might come into 
our lives, we can put our trust in Jesus, because we have a place prepared for us in heaven.   
 
But that night, Jesus didn’t just encourage his disciples by telling them about how he would guarantee their future in 
heaven.  He also told them about how he was going to transform their present on earth.  He told them how through him 
they would know the Father and that would empower them to live a different kind of life. 
 
John 14:7-14: “If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen 
him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the 
Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 
11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles 
themselves. 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things 
than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory 
to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” 
 
1. A Personal Relationship to Enjoy    
In this section, Jesus promised his under-pressure disciples three life-transforming gifts.  The first one is a personal 
relationship to enjoy.  He said, “If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.” John 14:7   
 
Sometimes when we talk about knowing someone, we mean nothing more than we know lots of facts about them - who 
they are, who they are related to, what they’ve done.  In that way: 

• Sports fans know their favourite athlete,  

• Film buffs know their favourite actor,  

• Historians know their favourite historical figure. 
But all without ever meeting them! 
 
Other times when we talk about knowing someone we mean you’ve met them, spent some time with them.  We know our 
neighbours, our college friends, our work colleagues.  But even here, sometimes that knowledge is superficial and shallow.   
 
But then there are times when we say we know someone, that we mean that we really know them.  We have a deep 
personal relationship with them.  A connection with them that is special and intimate. 
 
That’s the kind of relationship that Jesus is talking about here.   

• Not simply knowing facts about God, as if he was just a person to study.   

• Not just a passing acquaintance with God, as if he was someone to say hi to now and again. 

• But a deep, personal, loving relationship with God, to enjoy, to delight in and to grow in throughout our lives and for all 
eternity!   

 



a) Our Deepest Need  
It is this kind of relationship that real life is defined by.  Later Jesus said, “This is eternal life: that they may know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” John 17:3 
 
And this is the kind of relationship that our hearts ultimately long for.  This was Philip’s heartfelt request here, “Lord, show 
us the Father and that will be enough for us.” John 14:8 
 
This is the universal desire of mankind.  To see God.  To experience his presence.  To be amazed by his glory.  To be 
enthralled by his awesome power and majesty.   
 
b) Our Greatest Challenge  
But this isn’t only our deepest need.  It’s also our greatest challenge because  
“Your iniquities have separated 
you from your God; 
your sins have hidden his face from you, 
so that he will not hear.” Isaiah 59:2 
 
Since sin came into the world, our relationship has been broken, we’ve experienced a separation from God.  We can’t fully 
know him.    
 
And as a result, people have sought to substitute knowledge of God with idols – either statues of wood, stone, silver or gold, 
or idols of religious ceremonies and institutions, of materialism, of our celebrity culture, of sport or politics, or many other 
things.   
 
All because deep down we long for something bigger than ourselves, something transcendent that gives meaning and 
purpose to our lives.   
 
c) An Amazing Promise  
But Jesus declared that this search for a real, living, personal relationship with God can end now.  “From now on, you do 
know him and have seen him.” John 14:7 
 
From that point on, the disciples didn’t need to hopelessly long to see God.  Neither did they need to settle for the poor 
substitutes of idolatry.  Instead they would know that they had seen God and they would be able to know him in their lives!   
 
That’s because of who Jesus is and what he accomplished.  Jesus answered Philip’s request: “Don’t you know me, Philip, 
even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”  John 14:9 
 
This is one of the most staggering claims ever made.  This man who was born in Bethlehem and laid in a manger, who grew 
up in the backwater of Nazareth, who worked as a carpenter, claimed that to see him was to see God.   
 
And he claimed that from that moment on, this revelation would be complete?  Why?  Well, because Jesus was about to 
leave them and go to the cross.  And there Jesus would complete his revelation of the glory of God.  On the cross, he would 
ultimately reveal God’s holiness and love, his justice and grace.   
 
And there he would die in our place, paying the price of our sins and opening up the way to a relationship with God.  “Christ 
died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.” 1 Peter 3:18  
 
And so since then, those who by faith see Jesus and put their faith in him, will see the Father and know him, in a personal, 
loving and eternal relationship.   
 
d) A Convincing Case  
It is an amazing promise, but Jesus wasn’t asking his disciples to just blindly accept this as fact.  He wanted them to consider 
the evidence that pointed to this reality.   
 

i) Character 
This evidence included his character: “Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?” John 14:10  
He is like God, in every aspect of his character.   
 
As Paul declared, “He is the image of the invisible God.” Colossians 1:15.  When we see Jesus, we see perfectly the character 



of God.   
 

ii) Words 
The evidence also included his words:  “The words I say to you are not just my own.” John 14:10  When Jesus spoke, he 
spoke the very words of God.   
 
His teaching is God’s truth.  As Jesus said earlier: “My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent me." John 7:16 
 
So no wonder people said about him, “No-one ever spoke the way this man does.” John 7:46  
 

iii) Works 
And the evidence also included his works.  “Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least 
believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.”  John 14:11   
 
The miracles that Jesus did were signposts that pointed to the reality of the identity and power of Jesus.  And that’s why 
John recorded them.  “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name.” John 20:31  
 
And so we can look at the evidence and be convinced that in Jesus our deepest need is realised and our greatest challenge is 
overcome and we can accept his promise that in him right now, we can enjoy a personal relationship with God!   
 
2. A Power To Depend On    
And because of this, we can also have a power to depend on.  Listen to these amazing words.  “I tell you the truth, anyone 
who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.”  John 14:12 
 
The disciples had left everything to follow Jesus.  They had committed themselves to living with Jesus, learning from him 
and serving alongside him.  But that night they’d been troubled because Jesus had told them that he was leaving them.  
What were they going to do now?  Was this new direction and purpose in their lives going to end? 
 
a) To Continue Jesus’ Mission 
Not at all!  Even though Jesus was leaving them, he would not leave them without a purpose to live for.  Instead, he was 
leaving them to continue his work, to do what he’d been doing.  Later he would tell them: “As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you.” John 20:21  
 
And this is God’s calling in our lives.  We’re not just here to wait and long for heaven.  Neither do we need to go searching 
for something that would make our lives meaningful and significant.  Instead, we are called to nothing less than to continue 
the mission of Jesus in this world.   

• To express his love to the broken.   

• To demonstrate his grace to sinners.   

• To proclaim his cross as the only hope to a world in despair.   

• And to encourage his people to be all that Jesus has called us to be! 
 
This is what Jesus told his disciples just before he ascended to his Father:  “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.” Matthew 28:18–20  
 
There is no greater calling than this.  No greater ambition for our lives.  No greater cause to give everything we are and have 
to!   
 
But if you’re like me, sometimes it just feels far too much.  Too difficult.  Too impossible.  How can we do what Jesus did?  
How can we serve in his mission?  Surely we are far too weak, too selfish, too inadequate, too powerless.   
 
b) To Do Greater Things  
But Jesus didn’t only give them a purpose to live for.  He also gave them the power to accomplish this.  He promised them: 
“He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.” John 14:12. 
 
Through faith in Jesus, his disciples would be so supernaturally empowered to fulfil their purpose that they would do even 
greater things than what they’d seen Jesus do!   
 



But what does that mean?  Were the disciples really to expect to see more spectacular miracles than Jesus did?  
 
Well, they did continue to see God work miraculously through them.  The Book of Acts records the disciples seeing people 
healed, restored and even raised from the dead through their ministry.   
 
But it is difficult to describe the miracles that they did as more spectacular than what Jesus did.  They didn’t walk on water, 
feed crowds with a few loaves and fish, heal everybody who came to them, or indeed rise from the dead as Jesus!   
 
But what they did do was take the message of the gospel to more people.  Jesus ministered in a relatively small area.  But 
the disciples preached the gospel “In Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria , and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 
 
And the disciples saw many more people come to faith and experience salvation.  On the day of Pentecost, Peter preached 
“And about three thousand were added to their number that day.” Acts 2:41 
 
And they did all of this through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus promised: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses.” Acts 1:8  And this is what Jesus went onto teach them about , as we’ll see 
next week.  
 
So these are the greater things that Jesus said his disciples would do.  It is in bringing more people into the greatest of all 
miracles, the miracle of salvation.  And this is what Jesus wants to do in our lives too.   
 
Despite how overwhelmed and inadequate we may feel, through his Holy Spirit, Jesus has called, equipped and empowered 
us to continue his mission in this world to draw men, women and young people of all nations into his kingdom!  That’s 
something worth living for, despite how tough things get or how many issues we may have. 
 
3. A Prayer To Be Confident In    
And if we accept this call on our lives, Jesus offers us a prayer to be confident in.  
 
About 13 years ago, a guy was fishing on the coast of Atlantic City in New Jersey, when he spotted a plastic bag floating in 
the water.  Inside, he found about 300 prayers that had been mailed to a local pastor—most of which were unopened. 
The pastor had died a couple of years earlier, and it seems that these letters had been dumped as rubbish after his house 
was cleaned out.  
 
Some of the prayers were frivolous, like the man who asked God to help him win the lottery…twice.  But many of the letters 
were heart-breaking, coming from people crying out to God for their loved ones, for forgiveness or for help.   
 
How tragic that these prayer letters were tossed away, unopened and unanswered.  But Jesus gave us the confidence that if 
we pray in his name, then this will never happen to our prayers.  He said, “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Son may bring glory to the Father.”  John 14:13 
 
a) Asking in Jesus’ Name 
Of course, this is not a blank cheque for us.  Jesus was not promising that we’d get everything that we wanted, if we just 
add “in Jesus’ name” to the end of any request.   
 
Asking in Jesus’ name is about asking according to Jesus’ will, in keeping with his character, his priorities.  It is to ask for 
what Jesus would ask for, what pleases him, in a way that will bring him glory.  So John wrote “This is the confidence we 
have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” 1 John 5:14 
 
So we are invited to present all our requests to God, but we need to do it in a way that is consistent with who Jesus is.  We 
need to learn to pray as he did in the Garden of Gethsemane - “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my 
will, but yours be done.” Luke 22:42  
 
b) Asking in Expectation  
So we need to be careful with how we use this promise, but we mustn’t explain it away.  There is a wonderful promise from 
Jesus here: “You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.”  John 14:14 
 
Yes, Jesus may decide to answer in a different way than we expect.  He may have a higher purpose and greater plan.  He 
may do more than we ask or imagine.  But if we are in relationship with him, and if we pray in his name, then we can be 
confident that he hears our cries and he will answer our prayers. 



Conclusion 
So in our lives, we don’t need to settle for second best.  We don’t need to lower our expectations and accept that we really 
can’t do anything significant.   
 
If we put our trust in Jesus, then we can live out an extraordinary kind of life.  That’s because in Jesus, we have 

• A personal relationship with God to enjoy. 

• The power of God in our lives to depend on. 

• And the privilege to pray to God, confident that he will answer according to his perfect will. 
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