
ECF 1st March 2020 John 15:9-17  Love As You’re Loved 
Video: Love You Sherriff  Telling your boss you love them may not be the wisest thing to do.  Actually, when I was doing my 
post-graduate research, I had a friend who got drunk at a departmental function and spent the evening telling the head of 
department that he loved him!  He was very embarrassed about it in the morning.    
 
But on his last night with his disciples before going to the cross, Jesus was not embarrassed about expressing his love – and 
he called his disciples to respond to that by loving as they are loved.   
 
John 15:9-17: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my commands, you 
will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my 
joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater 
love has no-one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no 
longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is 
my command: Love each other. ” 
 
1. We are Loved by Jesus  
The famous German theologian, Karl Barth, visited the United States in 1962 for a series of lectures.  One night he was 
speaking  at a seminary in Virginia.  Afterwards he met with the students for some informal chat.  
 
During this conversation, one of the students asked him if he could summarize his whole life’s work in theology in a 
sentence.  Barth paused for a moment.  Everybody waited expecting to hear some profound insights from his many years of 
study.  But instead Barth summarised his theology in this: “In the words of a song I learned at my mother’s knee: ‘Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” 
 
It’s a simple statement.  And yet it’s a profound truth.  And if we could truly accept it and let it impact how we see ourselves 
and relate to God and others, then it would be life-transforming.   Jesus told his disciples:  “As the Father has loved me, so 
have I loved you.” John 15:9 
 
a) More Than We Know 
Sadly, many people don’t know or understand this truth.  Earlier Jesus had said to the Jews: “I know that you do not have 
the love of God in your hearts.” John 5:42 
 
These people were religious.  They read the Bible.  And yet they hadn’t understood or connected with God’s love.  And 
there are many people like that today. 

• Some people feel too bad or too messed up for God ever to love them.   

• Other people wrongly assume they’re loved by God because they’re a good person or do good things.   

• Some think that God’s love means that it doesn’t matter how they live or what they believe. 

• While others are terrified that if they really mess up, then God won’t love them anymore.   

• Others constantly try to earn his love through religious activities or good behaviour. 

• While others don’t even know they need his love, and instead try to find meaning, purpose and value in other things or 
other people. 

 
In some ways this confusion is not surprising.  Jesus’ love is not like the love that we see around us.  It is greater and better 
and more wonderful.  Paul’s prayer for the church in Ephesus was that they’d: “Have power, together with all the saints, to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge.” 
Ephesians 3:18–19  
 
b) As God Loves Jesus  
So how can we know this love that surpasses knowledge?  How can we know how much we’re loved by Jesus, when it’s 
beyond comprehension?  Well look what Jesus said here.   
 
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.” John 15:9  As mind-blowing as it sounds, if we’ve trusted in Jesus, then 
we’re loved by Jesus as his Father loves him!   
 

i) Eternal 
And so we’re loved eternally.  Later on that night, Jesus prayed to his Father “You loved me before the creation of the 
world.” John 17:24  As far back as you can go, before this world began, the Father always loved his Son!  



 
And Jesus has loved us in this same way.  Paul wrote that in love, “He chose us in him before the creation of the world.” 
Ephesians 1:4  Before this world began, God loved us!   
 
And he’ll always love us.  In Jeremiah 31:3, the Lord declares: “I have loved you with an everlasting love.”  And Psalm 103:17 
states: “From everlasting to everlasting the Lord’s love is with those who fear him.”  Jesus has always loved us and he 
always will.  
 

ii) Enthusiastic 
And this is not a partial, reserved or limited kind of love.  Instead this is an enthusiastic, expressive love.  The Father loves 
his Son so much that at his baptism he declared from heaven: “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
Matthew 3:17  
 
And then again on the Mount of Transfiguration, the Father again declared from heaven: “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.” Matthew 17:5  
 
And Jesus loves us in this same enthusiastic and unreserved way.  He didn’t shout this from heaven.  Instead he came from 
heaven, to earth, to declare his love for us.  “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into 
the world that we might live through him.” 1 John 4:9  
 

iii) Intimate 
And he came to love us in an intimate relationship.  Jesus said about his Father: “The Father loves the Son and shows him all 
he does.” John 5:20  Their love binds them together in a communion and fellowship of sharing with each other. 
 
And Jesus also loves us in an intimate way.  In the Old Testament, Moses and Abraham, were honoured to be known as 
friends of God.  Exodus 33:11 says: “The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend.”  
 
But this is the privilege of all who have trusted in Jesus.  Jesus said to his disciples: “I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father 
I have made known to you.” John 15:15 
 
A servant just does what he’s told without understanding his master’s dealings.  But Jesus has opened up his heart and life 
to his disciples and to us.  He wants us to know him.  To learn his truth.  To understand his purpose.  To connect with his 
heart.  To be united with him in his mission.   
 
So yes, we are called to serve him as our King.  We are called to obey him as our Lord.  We are called to worship him as our 
God.  But, as staggering as it sounds, we’re also invited to know him as our friend – to spend time with him, to fellowship 
with him, to enjoy his presence.   
 

iv) Purposeful 
But this love doesn’t just give us the incredible privilege of friendship with Jesus, it also gives us the purpose of living for 
him.   
The Father’s love for the Son, led him to entrust him with the mission of saving the world: “The Father loves the Son and has 
placed everything in his hands.” John 3:35  
 
And Jesus’ love for us led him to invite us to share in that mission.  “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.” John 15:16  As we thought about last week, Jesus has chosen us to bear fruit 
for God.  He’s chosen us to increasingly display the beauty of his character, to live in obedience with his will and to be 
involved in the mission of bringing people to himself.   
 
And this calling is so worthwhile and meaningful, because this fruit is not temporary or short-lived.  It lasts, for all eternity.  
What we do for Jesus is of eternal significance.  So  Paul wrote: “Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.” 1 Corinthians 15:58  
 

v) Gracious 
It is an amazing privilege.  But unlike Jesus, we don’t deserve it.  We’re not worthy of this eternal, enthusiastic, intimate 
love.  We don’t deserve the privilege of bearing fruit for him.  We continue to fall short of God’s standard.   
 
But Jesus’ love for us is gracious.  “You did not choose me, but I chose you.”  John 15:16  Jesus’ love is not a response to our 



love for him.  Instead it is because he is love.  He loved us when we were still sinners, powerless, rebellious and far from 
him.   
 
So his love for us is unconditional, undeserved and unearned.  “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 1 John 4:10  
 

vi) Sacrificial 
And this is the ultimate reason why his love is so amazing.  He loved us so much, even though it would cost him everything.  
“Greater love has no-one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:13 
 
This is the kind of sacrifice the world honours.  It is the heroic love of firefighters when they rush into a burning building, of 
parents who give up their own dreams to provide for their kids, of soldiers who sacrifice themselves for their comrades,.    
 
But Jesus went so much further.  He didn’t lay just down his life for his friends.  Instead, he laid down his life for his 
enemies, to make them his friends!  “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.” Romans 5:8 
 
The cross of Jesus is the greatest ever demonstration of love as the most perfect human being suffered the most awful 
punishment for the most undeserving of people to give them the most wonderful gift of salvation! 
 
This is how wide and long and high and deep the love Jesus is.   

• He’s always loved us and always will.   

• His love is unreserved and complete.   

• It is the love of a close friend 

• That gives us purpose and meaning.   

• Even although we don’t deserve it. 

• And even though it cost him everything, even his death on the cross, to pay for our sins.   
 
2. Stay in His love 
But Jesus didn’t just want his disciples to know about his love.  He wanted them to “Remain in my love.” John 15:9.   
 
Staying in the love of Jesus includes  

• Believing it, rather than questioning or running from it.   

• Accepting it, without trying to earn it or work for it.  

• Resting in it, rather than living in the fear of it being taken away.   

• Rejoicing in it, because we recognise its value. 

• Letting the truth of it sink deep into the depths of heart. 
  

God wants us to increasingly be assured of the love of Jesus and stay in that love.  He wants us to be able to say with Paul, “I 
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38–39  
 
3. Obey His Commands  
But remaining in Jesus’ love is not just something internal that we know.  It is also something external that we’re to live out.  
Jesus said, “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love.” John 15:10 
 
Abiding in the love of Jesus means living in a proper relationship with Jesus.  It means accepting him as Lord of our lives and 
seeking to live in obedience to what he said. Obedience is the practical outworking of staying in the love of Jesus.  “You are 
my friends if you do what I command.” John 15:14 
 
a) As Jesus Did  
This is what Jesus himself did with his Father.  He called us to obey, “Just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and 
remain in his love.” John 15:10  Everything that Jesus did or said was in perfect obedience to his Father.  And this was not 
motivated by fear or guilt or obligation, but rather love.  His perfect obedience was an outward expression of his loving 
relationship with his Father. 
 
b) To Honour Jesus 
And we’re called to do the same.  Paul wrote: “So we make it our goal to please him.” 2 Corinthians 5:9 To stay in this love, 



means to seek to live in a way that honours him, glorifies him and pleases him – not out of fear or guilt or obligation, but 
out of love for the one who first loved us.  “We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19  
 
c) Because His Commands Are Good  
But our obedience flows from our confidence in Jesus’ love for us in another way.  If we’re certain that Jesus loves us 
perfectly, then we won’t be tempted to think that his commands are too hard or difficult or demanding.  Instead we’ll be 
certain that his commands for us are good and pleasing and perfect.   
 
Jesus promised.  “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” John 15:11  The 
Christian life is not supposed to be one of grudging submission or miserable compliance.  We don’t need feel as if we are 
losing out by not following the ways of this world.    
 
Yes there is a cost in following Jesus.  He said, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me.” Luke 9:23  
 
But this is not so that we lose out on the best life.  Rather this is so that we will be able to experience life in all its fullness.  

“For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.” Luke 9:24  
 
Being confident in Jesus’ love, will lead to obedience, because we are confident that Jesus’ commands are the best for us!  
 
4. Express It To Others  
And Jesus here summarised what his command is:  “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John 15:12.  
Jesus had already taught this earlier in John 13, but it was worth repeating, and again in v17.   
 
This is the outflowing of remaining in the love of Jesus – it is to love each other the way that we’ve been loved.  This means 
we’re called to: 

• To love each other with a faithful love, a love that never fails, like Jesus’ eternal love for us. “Be devoted to one another 
in brotherly love.” Romans 12:10  

• To be expressive and enthusiastic in our love for each other.  “Greet one another with a holy kiss.” 2 Corinthians 13:12  

• To share with each other God’s truth: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom.” Colossians 3:16  

• To encourage each other to fulfil God’s purpose for our lives: “Consider how we may spur one another on towards love 
and good deeds.” Hebrews 10:24  

• To love when the other person doesn’t deserve it: “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have 
against one another.” Colossians 3:13  

• To love, even when it costs us everything: “Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for 
our brothers.” 1 John 3:16  

 
This is the high standard that Jesus has called us to.  This is the fruit that Jesus is looking for in our lives.  To love each other 
as we’ve been loved. 
 
5. Depend on it 
But we’re not left on our own to bear that fruit.  As we seek to live this way, we can depend on Jesus’ love for us.  Jesus 
promised, “Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.” John 15:16 
 
As we’ve seen before, this is not a blank cheque to get what we want.  Asking in Jesus’ name is about asking according to 
Jesus’ will, in keeping with his character, his priorities.  It is to ask for what Jesus would ask for, what pleases him, in a way 
that will bring him glory. 
 
So if we remain in his love, then we can pray with confidence that God will answer our prayers as we seek to obey his 
commands and follow his will and love as we’ve been loved.   
 
Conclusion 
So let’s not be embarrassed about expressing real love.  We are loved by Jesus more than we will ever fully understand.  So 
let us stay in this love, obeying his commands, expressing his love to each other and depending on it in our everyday lives.   
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