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This is a unique time in our lives.   

• It is different – none of us have faced anything like this before. 

• It is strange – to talk over the phone or internet, but not be able to shake hands or welcome each other with a hug! 

• It is challenging – being stuck in the house on our own, or maybe even with other people, is not easy. 

• It is uncertain – as no-one, apart from God, knows how this is all going to work out. 

• It is frightening – many of us are concerned for our family and friends who are vulnerable, especially when we look at 
what is happening in places like Italy. 

 
So what can we do when we are facing this kind of situation?  Well, Joshua became the new leader of the people of Israel at 
a similarly challenging, uncertain and frightening time in their lives.  But God had a message of encouragement, comfort and 
hope for him.   
 
Joshua 1:1-9: “After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant: 
2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am 
about to give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your 
territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the 
Great Sea on the west. 5 No-one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be 
with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 
6 “Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. 
7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right 
or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 
successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go.” 
 
1. Huge Changes   
Joshua’s life had just changed dramatically.  For the past 40 years, Joshua had lived, served and worshipped closely with 
Moses, the amazing man of God.   
 
But this was “After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord.” Joshua 1:1.  Joshua had lost his leader, his mentor, his 
friend.  Now, nothing would be the same.  And that’s tough, because, in general, most of us don’t like change.   
 
We like routine.  We like to have structure in our lives.  We like our kids to go to school each day.  We like to go to work.  
We like to come to the same place on Sunday morning, sit in the same seats, enjoy a service with some sort of recognisable 
pattern.  It is comforting to live in the familiar.  We are by nature creatures of habit. 
 
That’s one of the reasons why this time is so unsettling.  There have been so many changes in our way of life – changes that 
were forced upon us.  We long for the familiar, but now, everything has changed.   
 
a) But God is With Us  
But some things haven’t changed.  We can’t find our security in the familiar routine.  But we can find it in God. 
 
God promised Joshua: “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.” Joshua 1:5  God 
promised to be the faithful, unchanging, dependable security in Joshua’s life.  He could rely on God. 
 
And that’s why he could face an uncertain and changing future with strength, confidence and courage.  “Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 
 
And today, we can find that same security in our God.  So many things have changed.  Our lives have been turned upside 
down.  But God’s presence hasn’t changed.  Jesus’ final words to his disciples in Matthew’s gospel were: “Surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:20  
 

If we have placed our faith in Jesus and his death on the cross, then we can know that God will never leave us, he will never 
abandon us.  “From everlasting to everlasting the Lord’s love is with those who fear him.” Psalm 103:17 Everything in our 
lives may change, but God’s commitment to us will not. 
 
2. Massive Challenges  
But this wasn’t just a time of huge change for Joshua.  This was also a time of massive  challenges.   



 
Joshua had served God before.  He’d seen God work through him before.  But that was always under the leadership of 
Moses.  Now he was the leader of a huge nation, of well over a million people.  Now everybody was looking to him to know 
what to do! 
 
There were 3 main challenges facing them.  Lead the people into the land.  Defeat the enemy.  And establish the nation 
there.   
But Joshua knew how massive this challenge was!  40 years earlier, he’d been one of the 12 spies sent into this land to 
check it out.  They came back with the report that “The people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and 
very large.” Numbers 13:28 
 
So there would be battles ahead.  Strong enemies to face.  New demands on him.  He couldn’t face these challenges on the 
strength of past successes.  And so fear would have been natural.   
 
That’s always the case in our lives.  There are always new challenges ahead – whether it is coping with this new situation, or 
overcoming new temptations in our lives, dealing with new problems, stepping into new ministry opportunities, facing new 
opposition in our Christian lives.  And like Joshua, fear is only natural! 
 
a) But God Has Promised 
But Joshua didn’t need to be afraid, not just because God was with him, but also because God gave him 3 amazing promises 
to help him face up to the 3 challenges he had been given: 
 

• To lead the people into the land: “I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses.” Joshua 1:3  

• To defeat the enemy there: “No-one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life.” Joshua 1:5  

• To claim the inheritance of the land: “You will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give 
them.” Joshua 1:6  

 
Joshua did not need to be afraid, because God had promised him what he needed to fulfil God’s purpose in his life. 
 
And the Book of Joshua records the fulfillment of these promises. At the close of his life Joshua could remind the leaders 
“Not one of all the good promises the LORD your God gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has 
failed.” Joshua 23:14 
 
And this is the same for us.  Whatever challenges we face in our lives, we have amazing promises from God that we can 
overcome.  This doesn’t mean that everything in our lives will turn out the way we want.  But it means that God has 
promised to give us everything that we need to fulfil his plan and purpose in our lives. 
 

• We can move forward and live for God in this time because God has promised: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9  

• We can defeat the enemy in our lives because God has promised: “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and 
he will flee from you.” James 4:7 

• We can be confident of continuing to step into the inheritance that Jesus won for us on the cross because God has 
promised:  “That he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 1:6 

 
3. New Choices   
But finally, Joshua faced new choices.  He was going to lead these people and would  
need to make some tough decisions - decisions that would have a huge impact on thousands of people.  He needed vision 
and wisdom. 
 
And many of us are facing new choices these days – of how to keep ourselves and others safe, of how to provide for our 
families, of how to continue to reach out to others, of what to do during this strange time.   
 
a) But God Has Spoken 
But God wasn’t going to leave Joshua to his own devices to make these decisions.  He had already spoken to give him the 
direction and wisdom that he needed.  God said to him: “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” 
Joshua 1:8 
 



Joshua only had the first 5 books of the Bible, just written by his friend Moses.  But this was still going to be the most 
important source of direction for him.   

• He was to talk about it. 

• Think carefully about it day and night.  

• And most importantly, he was to obey it, to do what it said.   
This was how he was going to successfully navigate all the changes, challenges and choices that lay ahead. 
 
Of course, we can be guided by God in lots of ways.  He speaks to us through his Spirit, through prayer, through songs, 
through circumstances and through our brothers and sisters in Christ.   
 
But the most important way that God wants to direct us is through his Word!  It is the Bible that needs to be our guide in 
this challenging time.  As Psalm 119:105 states: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.”  
 
If we want to know the right way to live at this time, if we want God’s wisdom to guide us, if we want to make the best use 
of this time, we need to let God’s Word speak into our lives. 
 
Maybe in this time when so many other things have been taken out of our busy schedules, we can give priority to reading 
the Bible, thinking about what it says, letting it sink deeper into our hearts and putting it into practice in our lives.  
  
Conclusion 
So we face many difficult changes, challenges and choices at this time.  But we don’t need to be overcome with fear or 
anxiety.   
 
Instead, we can face these with confidence and expectation – because of Jesus, we can live in  

• The knowledge of God’s presence 

• The encouragement of God’s promises 

• And the direction of God’s Word 
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