
ECF 3rd May 2020 John 17:6-12  Pray With Certainty in an Uncertain World 
There’s no doubt that we’re living in uncertain times.  This pandemic has impacted all of our all of our plans and schedules.     

• We’ve all had to stay at home much more than we expected.   

• Schools and businesses have closed.   

• Travel has been disrupted.   

• Sporting events, concerts, festivals and our church programs have been cancelled.   

• And of course, the greatest impact is on those who’ve become seriously ill or have lost their lives or their loved ones. 
 
And none of us know what lies ahead.  This Tuesday is the end of these present lockdown regulations.  But we don’t know 
what comes next.  And even the experts are not really sure what is going to happen in the months ahead. 
 
Of course, this is always the case.  None of us ever are sure of the future.  Proverbs 27:1 tells us “Do not boast about 
tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.”  But this time, with so much uncertainty can deeply impact us.  
It can lead to us feeling unsafe, threatened, stressed, helpless, insecure.   
 
In times like these we need something certain that we can hold onto, something secure that we can rest on, something solid 
that we can stand on.  This is what Jesus revealed in his prayer in John 17. 
 
Last week we looked at the first section, where Jesus prayed for himself.  In the next section, Jesus prayed specifically for his 
disciples, but through this he showed us how we can have certainty in an uncertain world.   
 
John 17:6-12: “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me 
and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them 
the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you 
sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is 
yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are 
still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—
so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you 
gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.” 
 
1.  We’ve Believed in Jesus 
On that night before Jesus went to the cross, the disciples were struggling with an uncertain future.  Jesus had told them 
that he was leaving them and that this would impact them so much that they would not only weep and mourn, but that 
they would be scattered.   
 
But they didn’t understand this.  They didn’t know what all of this meant or what was really going to happen.  They were 
left feeling weak, worried, stressed and confused. 
 
But when Jesus prayed for them, he didn’t pray with uncertainty.  Yes, he knew that they needed help.  Next week, we’ll 
look at the second part of this section and see how Jesus asked his Father to meet their need. 
 
But today I want us to see why, despite the challenges that lay ahead and the weakness of their character and commitment, 
Jesus could pray with confidence about who these disciples were and their standing before God.   
 
And that’s important for us because although Jesus was praying specifically for his disciples here, this certainty, this security, 
can also apply to each one of us.   
 
That’s because, Jesus defined his disciples here as those who have believed in him.   
“They believed that you sent me.”  John 17:8   They didn’t understand everything about Jesus.  They’d still so much still to 
learn.  And yet, they believed that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah sent from God.   
 
a) Accepted His Words 
This was because they’d accepted that Jesus’ words were from God: “I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted 
them.” John 17:8 
 
Saving faith is not based on human ideas or philosophies.  It’s not wishful thinking, believing something because we want it 
to be true.  Instead, it is about trusting in the revelation from Jesus.   
 
Jesus prayed here that, “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world.” John 17:6  Jesus came as a the 



revelation of God to this world.  He is God-incarnate.  The image of the invisible God.  The one who has made God known.  
He could say to Philip: “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” John 14:9 
 
And saving faith is about listening to him and accepting his revelation.  It’s about receiving the truth of who he is and what 
he has said, believing that he is the way and the truth and the life.  “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the 
message is heard through the word of Christ.” Romans 10:17  
 
b) Obeyed His Words 
But these disciples didn’t only accept Jesus’ words.  “They have obeyed your word.” John 17:6  They listened to Jesus and in 
faith, they did what Jesus told them.   
 
This is the mark of those who are true disciples.  Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.” John 
8:31 
 
But what is that obedience that defines someone as a disciple of Jesus?  Well, do you remember back in John 6, when 
people asked Jesus this very question?  They asked, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” John 6:28 
 
They were probably looking for a list of rules, regulations and rituals to keep.  They thought that getting right with God was 
something they could achieve if they tried hard enough.  And many people are trying to do the same today.  They’re 
desperately trying to be good enough to work their way to God.   
 
But Jesus replied, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”  John 6:29  The obedience that brings us into 
the community of Jesus’ disciples is to believe in him.  It is to transfer our faith from ourselves, our efforts or our religion, 
and instead put our faith in Jesus, his sacrificial death and victorious resurrection.   
 
c) Received His Salvation  
This is what transformed these men’s lives from just ordinary, everyday guys into disciples.  And this is what can transform 
our lives too.  This is why John wrote his gospel.  “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” John 20:31  
 
There is so much that we don’t understand about God.  So much for us still to learn about him.  However, if we’ve put our 
faith in Jesus.  If we’ve trusted in him as the forgiver of our sins and leader of our lives, then we’ve become his disciples.  
We’re part of his new covenant community.   
 
Jesus promised: “Whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has 
crossed over from death to life.” John 5:24  
 
So if we’ve believed in Jesus, then we have the amazing certainty that we have eternal life.  We will never be condemned by 
our sins and failures.  Instead we have already been rescued from death and have come into the joy of eternal life!   
 
2.  We Belong To The Father 
So these disciples were those who, like us, have believed in Jesus.  But Jesus prayed here about something that can give us 
even more certainty in our lives.  Even before his disciples had put their faith in him, they had belonged to the Father.  
“They were yours.” John 17:6   
 
a) His Creation 
Of course, they belonged to God in the sense of being his creatures.  “Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and 
we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture." Psalm 100:3  
 
As the Creator, God is the rightful owner of everything in this world.  And that includes every person.  It doesn’t matter who 
we are, where we come from, or what we have or haven’t done, God rightfully claims ownership of us!   
 
b) His Chosen People  
But Jesus wasn’t praying for everybody here.  He said, “I pray for them.  I am not praying for the world.”  John 17:9.  
 
Jesus was not praying that these disciples belonged to the Father because they were his creation.  Instead he was praying 
because they were his chosen people.  This is about God’s sovereign choice of these disciples before they chose to believe 
in his Son.   
 



Jesus had already said to them: “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit.” John 
15:16  
 
I know that this is a biblical truth that often challenges and confuses us and stirs up a lot of controversy.  However, the Bible 
is clear.  Before we could make a choice to believe in Jesus, God knew us and chose us to belong to him.  “He chose us in 
him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his 
sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will.” Ephesians 1:4–5  
 
If we have trusted in Jesus, then we are God’s chosen people.  We are those that God foreknew and predestined to belong 
to him, before this world began. 
 
This doesn’t take away from the importance of our faith in Jesus.  Without faith in Jesus, we can never become part of God’s 
family.  But that faith in Jesus didn’t make God choose us to belong to him.  Instead our faith in Jesus revealed God’s prior 
choice of us.    
 
Paul wrote to the Thessalonians: “We know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to 
you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.” 1 Thessalonians 1:4–5    We 
know that we have been chosen by God, when we’re impacted by the gospel and through the work of the Holy Spirit we are 
brought to faith in Jesus.   
 
c) Our Confidence  
And if we accept this truth, then it can give us such security and certainty to our lives.  These disciples looked feeble and 
weak: 

• They struggled with their knowledge and understanding of Jesus. 

• They were still holding onto their preconceived ideas about God’s plan and purpose for his Messiah.   

• Their love for Jesus was too weak to stand the challenge of his arrest.   

• And their love for each other was so poor that they fought over who was the best.  
 
But despite all these weaknesses and limitations, Jesus could pray with confidence that “They are yours.”  John 17:9  That’s 
because their belonging did not depend on their behaviour!  Rather it depended first and foremost on God’s sovereign 
grace. 
 
And that is the same for us.  Today we don’t need to question whether we’re good enough, if our faith is strong enough, or 
if our commitment is deep enough.   Instead, if we’ve put our faith in Jesus, then we can rest in the wonderful truth that 
“From the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.” 2 
Thessalonians 2:13  
 
3.  We’ve Been Given To Jesus 
So these disciples were those who believed in Jesus because they belonged to the Father.  But thirdly, they’d also been 
given to Jesus.  “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world.” John 17:6 
 
These disciples were a gift from the Father to his Son.  Their identity was again the result of God’s sovereign grace in their 
lives.  And this emphasises both their value and their security.   
 
a) Valued  
When we’re given a present by someone we love, then that object becomes valuable to us.  It doesn’t really matter how 
impressive, or useful or expensive it was.  Its value is that it was given to us by someone who loves us.  Other people may 
not see its value, but we do, because it is a gift from someone we love.   
 
These disciples didn’t look very special.  “They were unschooled, ordinary men.”  Acts 4:13  And throughout the gospels, 
their ordinariness is clear for us to see.  Their background was very humble.  Their beliefs were often mixed up.  And their 
behaviour was mixed at best.  They were often afraid, confused and fighting with each other.   
 
But their value was not dependent on those things.  Instead, Jesus treasured them because they were a gift from his Father, 
whom he loved.   
 
And that’s true of us.  Jesus said, “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive 
away." John 6:37  Jesus loves and values us.  We’re precious in his sight, and he will never drive us away.  That’s not because 
of what we do, or achieve or have become, but because we’re a gift from his loving Father.    



 
b) Held 
And this also means that we’re doubly owned.  Jesus said, “All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.”  John 17:10  This is 
another amazing claim from Jesus of equality with the Father.  But it also means that these disciples didn’t only belong to 
the Father, they also belonged to the Son.  They were doubly owned and so doubly secure.   
 
And that’s true for each of us.  Jesus said about all who follow him: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no-
one can snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no-one can snatch them 
out of my Father’s hand." John 10:28–29   If we’ve trusted in Jesus, then we belong to the Father as his chosen people and 
we have been given to Jesus as his precious gift.  And no-one can snatch us out of their hands.   
 
4.  We’ve Been Protected by Jesus 
And that security is what Jesus went on to declare in John 17:12: “None has been lost except the one doomed to 
destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.”  
 
a) Judas Was Never Saved 
Judas was lost.  He was one of the twelve, but by this point he had gone.  He’d walked out of the upper room into the 
darkness.  But this wasn’t a mistake or because Jesus was unable to save him.   
 
This was because he’d never believed in him.  Earlier Jesus had said, “There are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus 
had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him." John 6:64  This lack of faith 
meant that Judas was never forgiven, never saved. 
 
But this was also because of God’s sovereign will.  Judas was lost, because in fulfilment of Scripture, he was doomed to 
destruction.  He was not among God’s chosen people.  Earlier that night Jesus said, “I am not referring to all of you; I know 
those I have chosen. But this is to fulfil the scripture: ‘He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.’” John 
13:18  
 
b) We Will be Never Lost  
So Judas was lost, because he was never saved.  But the rest of the disciples had been kept safe by Jesus.  “I protected them 
and kept them safe by that name you gave me.” John 17:12   
 
On their own, these disciples were vulnerable and defenceless under the attack of the world and the devil.  They would not 
have been able to hold onto their relationship with God.  But Jesus had protected them.  Through the power of his 
character, love and grace, Jesus kept them safe.  And so although they struggled and stumbled, none of them were lost!  
 
And this is God’s sovereign will for each of us.  If we’ve believed in Jesus, then we belong to the Father, we’ve been given to 
Jesus and we’ve been protected by him.  He said, “This is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has 
given me, but raise them up at the last day." John 6:39  
 
This morning we can face this uncertain and challenging world with the confidence and conviction that nothing and no-one 
can ever separate us from the love of God because Jesus is able to save us completely. 
 
5.  We’ve Brought Glory to Jesus  
There’s one final thing that I want us to see this morning from this passage.  Jesus prayed that, “Glory has come to me 
through them.” John 17:10. 
 
These disciples were not an impressive bunch of guys.  They had very clear faults and failings.  And up to this point, they 
hadn’t really accomplished that much.  And yet amazingly Jesus said here that their lives had brought glory to him.  How 
was that possible? 
 
Well, when they accepted and obeyed his word, they honoured him as their Lord.  And when they believed in him, they 
glorified him as their Saviour.   
 
And when their sins were fully forgiven through Jesus’ death on the cross, and they received the free gift of eternal life and 
they were instantly rescued from the kingdom of darkness and brought into the kingdom of God’s Son, then the wonder of 
Jesus’ unconditional love and the depths of his amazing grace and the power of his sacrificial death was demonstrated to 
this world. 
 



Their limitations and weaknesses, their selfishness and sin did not prevent them from glorifying Jesus.  But instead, when 
they turned to Jesus in repentance and faith, they actually highlighted the wonder and beauty and awesomeness of their 
Saviour!   
 
And that’s the same for us.  In Ephesians 1, Paul says that we were chosen and predestined to be children of God to the 
praise of his glorious grace.  He went on to say: “You also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit 
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.” Ephesians 
1:13–14  
 
We don’t bring glory to Jesus this morning, by hiding our faults and failings and pretending that we are good enough for 
him.  Instead we bring glory to God, when we come honestly and humbly to him as sinners and accept his outrageous grace 
that was bought with his own precious blood. 
  
Conclusion 
So this is the certainty that we can pray with in this uncertain world.  We can rejoice that we are safe and secure today 
because we rest on God’s sovereign grace: 

• We have believed in Jesus 

• And that’s because we belonged to the Father  

• And we’ve been given to Jesus 

• So we’ve been protected by Jesus 

• And so today, we can bring glory to Jesus, when we trust in him as our Saviour and our Lord. 
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