
ECF 14th March 2021 1 Corinthians 2:1-5   Share The Message of the Cross 
Video: The Fishing Club  Can you imagine a fishing club that never goes fishing?  It would be ridiculous to spend time talking 
and discussion and planning how to fish, without ever going out and casting into the water.   
 
And yet, if we were honest, sometimes that’s what we can be like as Christians.  We talk about fishing for people.  We 
discuss the passages of the Bible that teach us to do it.  We might even criticise others for doing it in wrong or improper 
ways.  But do we actually go out and share the gospel with those who are lost and heading to a lost eternity? 
 
The apostle Paul was not like this.  He was committed to sharing the message of the cross with his generation and 
encouraging the church to do the same.  And in 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 he shows us how we can do this.   
 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5: “When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to 
you the testimony about God. 2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I 
came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. 4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and 
persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but 
on God’s power.” 
 
1. Our Mission 
Last week we saw how Paul encouraged the Christians in Corinth to be confident in the message of the cross.  Yes, the Jews 
stumbled over the apparent weakness of it and Greeks struggled with the apparent foolishness of it.  But as believers in 
Jesus, we can confidently, and unitedly, hold on to the message of the cross, because “The message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” 1 Corinthians 1:18 
 
But that doesn’t mean that we supposed to arrogantly ridicule this world for their foolishness or callously allow them to 
remain in their unbelief and on the road to destruction.  No.  We have a mission to go to this world! 
 
a) To Go 
Paul said here that, “I came to you, brothers.”  1 Corinthians 2:1  This was the first step in Paul sharing the gospel with 
them.   
 
Paul knew that they needed to hear about Jesus.  He knew that they were lost, without hope and without God.  And so Paul 
didn’t wait for the to come to him.  Instead he went to them.   
 
He left his comfort zone.  He stepped out of what was familiar and comfortable and safe.  And he went to Corinth.  
 
And in doing this, he was following the example of Jesus.  This is the truth of the incarnation: “The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us.” John 1:14   
 
Jesus could have written about his love for the world in the sky.  He could have sent an army of angels to share this 
message.  But he didn’t.  He left heaven and he came and shared his life with us.  He was Immanuel, God with us. 
 
b) Into All The World  
And that’s our calling too.  Jesus commissioned all of his disciples to “Go and make disciples of all nations.” Matthew 28:19. 
 
Discipling others is not an optional extra for Christians.  It is not just for super-committed believers or those with special 
callings.  We’re all called to be involved in the mission of bringing people to Jesus and helping them grow in their 
relationship with Jesus. 
 
And a key part of this mission, is that we need to go into this world.  We’re not called just to wait around until the world 
comes to us. 
One of the most shocking things about the Titanic disaster of 1912 was that although 20 lifeboats and rafts were launched – 
many were only partly filled.  Most of the passengers ended up struggling in the icy seas while those in the boats waited a 
safe distance away.   
 
Only lifeboat number 14 rowed back.  Alone it chased cries in the darkness.  Alone it sought and a saved a few.  But no other 
boat joined in, even though many were only half-filled.  Each feared a crush of unknown swimmers would cling to their craft 
and swamp it. 
 
Could we be a church like that?  While people are dying around us, are we tempted to stay dry and make certain no one 



rocks our boat?   
 
Or are we willing to go to the lost and the perishing, wherever God leads us?  To our spouses, our kids, our wider families, 
our colleagues at school, at college or at work, our friends, our neighbours, our town, or even to the ends of the earth?   
 
c) Even Though It’s Hard  
Of course this is not easy.  It’s not easy to go and share the gospel.  But Paul didn’t find his mission easy either.  He said: “I 
came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling.” 1 Corinthian 2:3.   
 
Some people think that this refers to how seriously Paul took his mission.  He was trembling because he so anxious to fulfil 
his calling, so desperate to obey his Lord.   
 
But I think Paul was actually talking about being afraid here.  That is because one night when he was in Corinth, the Lord 
appeared to Paul in a vision and said, “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent.  For I am with you, and no-one is 
going to harm you, because I have many people in this city.” Acts 18:9-10  
 
This was a word of encouragement, clearly because Paul needed it.  He was struggling with fear.  He did feel weak and 
vulnerable.  And he was battling with the temptation to stop sharing the gospel.   
 
And it is not surprising.  There was strong opposition from the Jewish community in this city.  They were abusive towards 
him and brought him to court.   
 
And as we mentioned a few weeks ago, Corinth was not an easy city to be a Christian in.  It was full of idolatry and 
immorality.  The pressure on him must have been enormous.   
 
And Paul had already suffered intensely because of his mission.  He told this church in his second letter to them: “Five times 
I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I 
was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea.” 2 Corinthians 11:24-25 
 
So Paul was no coward.  He wasn’t easily put off from his calling.  But even he struggled with it.  Even he needed to be 
encouraged that the Lord was with him and would help him. 
 
And so as we think about our mission to go into this world and make disciples, it’s ok that we sometimes feel overwhelmed 
by it.  It’s ok that we might be afraid of it.  It’s ok that we don’t feel able for it. 
 
But we have the same promise that Paul was given in Corinth.  When Jesus gave us this mission, he also gave us this 
wonderful encouragement: “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:20 
 
2. Our Message  
So our mission is to go into this world.  But we also have a message to share.  Paul didn’t just visit Corinth, he also preached 
in that city. 
 
Yes it was crucial that Paul went there and lived out his faith in front of people.  That’s because Paul preached through his 
life.  Later on in this letter, he wrote, “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” 1 Corinthians 11:1  How we 
live is a crucial part of our witness for God.   
 
a) Preach the Truth 
But Paul also had to open his mouth and tell people the truth about God.  He said that I, “Proclaimed to you the testimony 
about God.” 1 Corinthians 2:1   
 
And we too are called to proclaim the gospel.  This was a key characteristic of the early church.  When persecution broke 
out in Jerusalem, the church was scattered throughout Judea and  Samaria.  But Acts 8:4 states that “Those who had been 
scattered preached the word wherever they went.”  
 
This is our calling.  We need to preach the word of God.  We need to speak the truth of the gospel.   Of course, we will do 
this in a variety of ways and settings.  Sometimes in public, in front of groups of people.  Sometimes in private, one to one.   
 
That’s what Paul did.  He talked here in 1 Corinthians 2:4 about “My message and my preaching,” which some think means 
his conversation in private and his proclamation in public.   



 
And that was always Paul’s strategy.  He didn’t just speak to crowds, he also spoke to individuals and families.  He told the 
elders in Ephesus: “I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and 
from house to house.”  Acts 20:20 
 
b) Preach Christ 
But the key thing is, that whatever the setting, Paul’s message was the same.  “I resolved to know nothing while I was with 
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 1 Corinthians 2:2 
 
Paul was very skilled and gifted preacher.  And so he tailored his approach to fit his audience:   

• When he spoke to Jews in a synagogue, he debated the Scriptures, proving that Jesus was the Messiah. 

• But when he spoke to Gentiles at the Areopagus in Athens, he started at creation and spoke about their search for God 
in their pagan religion.   

• And with individuals often he shared his testimony, how Jesus changed his life. 
 
But wherever he was, Paul did not alter his message to make it more acceptable or attractive.  He message was always 
centred on the crucified Saviour!   
 
He told people the truth about who Jesus really is and about what he had accomplished – how the Son of God came to live a 
perfect life, reveal God’s truth, die a sacrificial death and rise triumphantly to offer salvation to all who put their faith in 
him!   
 
And we need to follow his example.  As we get opportunities to speak to people about our faith, we need to be sensitive, 
relevant and respectful.  But we mustn’t change our message.   
 
People may reject the message, as we saw last week, but we mustn’t alter it.   Paul said in Galatians 1:8: “Even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!”   
 
Why is that?  Well, it is because if we don’t preach Christ crucified, then we’re not preaching the gospel.  There’s only one 
way of salvation.  “Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we 
must be saved.” Acts 4:12  
 
And so we need to keep our focus on the cross of Jesus.  It’s the only way that we can come to God, and it’s the only hope 
for a lost and dying world.   
 
3. Our Method 
So Paul was committed to fulfilling his mission of sharing the message of the cross.  But how did Paul do this?  What method 
did he use?  
 
a) Not Professionalism 
Well, Paul said: “I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom.” 1 Corinthians 2:1  The travelling philosophers and 
teachers in that culture depended on wisdom and eloquence to gain followers. The city of Corinth had loads of them.   
 
But Paul didn’t want to use those techniques.  He knew that Christian ministry was not for professionals.  He knew that how 
effective we are for Christ is not about how eloquent or polished we are. 
 
A guy called Fred Rogers was in Bible College, in the middle of a preaching course when he went on holiday with some 
friends.  On the Sunday they went to a small church where a guy in his eighties was preaching.   
 
During the sermon Fred kept ticking off all the mistakes he thought the preacher was making.  When he finished, Fred 
turned to one of his friends, intending to criticise the sermon.  But he stopped himself when he saw the tears running down 
her face.  She whispered, “He said exactly what I needed to hear.”   
 
That was a decisive moment for him.  He said, “I was judging and she was needing, and the Holy Spirit responded to need, 
not judgement.” 
 
b) Not Persuasion 
Sharing Christ is also not about persuasion.  Paul’s message was: “Not with wise and persuasive words.” 1 Corinthians 2:4.  
Sharing Christ is not about winning arguments or manipulating feelings.  Rather it’s a heart transformation.  And none of us 



can make that happen.   
 
It’s one of the striking things about Jesus’ ministry.  He didn’t coerce people to follow him.  He didn’t try to manipulate 
people with his miracles.  Nor did he try to hide the cost of following him to get people to sign up!  
 
When a sincere young man came to him and asked what he must do to inherit eternal life, Jesus told him: Sell everything 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” Luke 18:22.  Jesus put his 
finger on his problem.  He was a respectable guy, but his life was caught up with materialism.  And so he called him to 
repent and believe. 
 
But the man went away sad.  He didn’t want to repent and put his faith in Jesus.  The cost was too great.  So he left.  And 
Jesus let him go.  He didn’t try to persuade or manipulate him.  He told him the truth and let this man decide.   
 
c) But Power  
Paul did not depend on professionalism or persuasion.  But instead he depended on power:  “With a demonstration of the 
Spirit’s power.” 1 Corinthians 2:4 
 
This word “demonstration” means a legal proof presented in court.  It was the work of the Holy Spirit that was the proof 
that Paul’s message was from God.   
 
There was the proof of healings and miracles.  But Paul would be careful not to put too much weight on them, after what 
we looked at last week.  Instead, most of all, there was the proof of changed lives!  When Paul preached, sinners were 
transformed by the power of God into the children of God!  
 
This is how God’s kingdom advances.  “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6 
    
Only through the power of the Spirit will people be convicted of their sin.  Only by the Spirit can people understand and 
accept God’s truth.  For people to come to the Lord, they need to see Jesus in us, they need to hear the message, but most 
of all they need a revelation from the Holy Spirit.   
 
And so sharing the truth of the gospel is our responsibility, but the impact is God’s.  As  Rico Tice says, “We preach Christ, 
but it is God who opens blind eyes.” 
 
4. Our Motive 
But, finally, why did Paul preach this way?  He told us in 1 Corinthians 2:5: “So that your faith might not rest on men’s 
wisdom, but on God’s power.” 
 
This is why Paul did not depend on human ingenuity and ability and education, even though he was well-educated in the 
Hebrew Scriptures and in Greek literature.  He knew that if he did this, then their faith would depend on him, the strength 
on his argument, the emotional connection with his speaking.   
 
And that was a shaky foundation.  If someone else came along with a different message who was more intelligent, or more 
eloquent, or more impressive – then these Christians could be persuaded by them, even if they were preaching a false 
gospel.  As someone has said, “What depends upon a clever argument is at the mercy of a cleverer argument.” 
But because they had trusted in Jesus as a result of God working in their lives through the simple preaching of the gospel, 
then nothing could change their minds, nothing could challenge their conviction.   
 
If they had experienced the power of the Holy Spirit to impact their hearts and transform their lives, then why would they 
want to turn back to the foolishness of man’s wisdom? 
 
a) A Solid Foundation 
And this is why need to be committed to our mission to share the message of the cross, simply and honestly.   
 
We don’t want people to make a commitment to Christ because we manipulated their emotions or convinced their minds.  
If we do that, then their faith is based on us – and that is an unstable foundation. 
 
Instead, we want people to make a commitment to Christ because, through the work of the Spirit, their eyes have been 
opened to the reality of who Jesus is and what he has done on the cross for them.  And then their faith is firmly based on 
Jesus – and that is a solid rock foundation!   



 
If we do that, then no matter what happens to us, people will be able to say, “I know whom I have believed, and am 
convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.” 2 Timothy 1:12  
 
Conclusion 
Let’s not miss God’s calling in our lives.  Let’s not be a church that just sits around and talks about reaching out.   
 
Let’s be a church  

• That is committed to our Mission: to go into this world and make disciples. 

• That is faithful to our Message: of Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

• That will not follow the world, but follow God in our Method.  

• Because our Motive is that we want people will put their faith in Christ and in Christ alone!  
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