
ECF 4th July 2021 Baptism Service The Blessing of Forgiveness Psalm 32 
Psalm 32: “Blessed is he 
whose transgressions are forgiven, 
whose sins are covered. 
2 Blessed is the man 
whose sin the Lord does not count against him 
and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
3 When I kept silent, 
my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night 
your hand was heavy upon me; 
my strength was sapped 
as in the heat of summer. 
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
and did not cover up my iniquity. 
I said, “I will confess 
my transgressions to the Lord”— 
and you forgave 
the guilt of my sin. 
6 Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you 
while you may be found; 
surely when the mighty waters rise, 
they will not reach him. 
7 You are my hiding-place; 
you will protect me from trouble 
and surround me with songs of deliverance. 
8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
I will counsel you and watch over you. 
9 Do not be like the horse or the mule, 
which have no understanding 
but must be controlled by bit and bridle 
or they will not come to you. 
10 Many are the woes of the wicked, 
but the Lord’s unfailing love 
surrounds the man who trusts in him. 
11 Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; 
sing, all you who are upright in heart!”  
 
In February of this year, Florida was giving COVID-19 vaccines to only those over 65 because as we know, they are the most 
vulnerable to this virus.  And so it didn’t seem strange when two women, who reportedly were dressed like grannies, with 
bonnets, gloves and glasses turned up at a vaccination centre to get their second dose.   
 
But on closer inspection, the staff there realised that these women were not over 65, as they first appeared.  Instead they 
were only aged 34 and 44.  They had dressed up to look older than they were so that they could jump the queue on 
vaccinations.   
 
And this plan had seemingly worked the first time as they had both received their first dose.  But this time they were found 
out and sent away. 
 
Now hopefully none of us would ever dream of doing something like this to skip a vaccination queue, but sometimes we try 
to do something like this when it comes to God.   
 
When we realise that we don’t qualify for God’s presence.  When we admit that we’re not good enough; that we’ve fallen 
short of his standard of holiness; that we’ve messed up in our words or actions or thoughts.  Then we are tempted to try 
and cover up our sin.   
 
We try to hide our failings.  We put on better behaviour.  Turn over a new leaf and try and sort out our bad habits.  Try to be 
nicer to others, give to charity.  Maybe we even put on a bit of religion and start to pray, read our Bible and go to church a 



bit more.   
 
But the problem with all of that is – that although we might look different on the outside, we’re still the same on the inside.  
We still have that sinful nature.  We still have that heart rebellion against God.  We still fall short of God’s standards and we 
still stand separated from him and condemned by him. 
 
1. A Celebration of Forgiveness Through Jesus  
In this Psalm that we read, King David tried this.  He had tried to cover up his sin, to hide his guilt.  But it hadn’t worked.   
“When I kept silent, 
my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night 
your hand was heavy upon me; 
my strength was sapped 
as in the heat of summer.” Psalm 32:3-4 
 
Although he tried hard to hide his sin, he couldn’t hide it from God.  And as a result, he experienced the pain of unconfessed 
sin – in his whole body and soul.  He felt the burden of trying to pretend to be something that he was not!   
 
a) Our Confession 
But then something extraordinary happened.   
“Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
and did not cover up my iniquity. 
I said, “I will confess 
my transgressions to the Lord”— 
and you forgave 
the guilt of my sin.” Psalm 32:5 
 
Instead of trying to hide his sin, King David stepped into the light of God’s presence and confessed his sin to God.  And God 
responded by taking that guilt away and giving  him completely full and free forgiveness.   
 
And this morning, we’re here to celebrate that this miracle has happened in our David’s life.  As we’ve heard earlier, a 
number of years ago, David put his faith in Jesus.   

• He repented of his sin before God – acknowledging that he could never be good enough for God though his own effort. 

• And he trusted in Jesus and accepted him as the forgiver of his sins and the leader of his life.   
 
And at that very moment something extraordinary happened, David’s life was transformed.   

• All of his sins were forgiven, past, present and future.   

• He was declared right with God, perfect in his sight.   

• And instead of being outside of God’s kingdom, separated from him– he was instantly brought into God’s family and 
adopted as his son.   

 
b) Christ’s Cross 
But how?  How could a holy and just God forgive all of David’s sin?  Well it is because this amazing gift was paid for in full by 
Jesus when he died on the cross.  And so: “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God’s grace.” Ephesians 1:7  
 
And this is what David’s baptism is a picture of.  Romans 6:3-4 says that:  “All of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were 
baptised into his death.  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” 
 

• In a few minutes, David will go down into the water, declaring that through his faith in Christ, he has been united with 
Christ in his death.  That Jesus’ death on the cross paid for his sin. 

• He will go right under the water as a declaration that his old life under condemnation through sin is dead and buried – 
gone forever.   

• And he will come up out of the water as a declaration that he has been forgiven and has entered into a new life with 
Christ. 

 
And so this morning David is not trying to pretend to be something he is not.  Instead he is declaring publicly who he truly is.  



Through his baptism he is declaring that he is blessed as a child of God, because “Blessed is he whose transgressions are 
forgiven, whose sins are covered.” Psalm 32:1  And through his faith in Jesus he has been forgiven. 
 
2. A Commitment to Follow Jesus  
But David’s baptism doesn’t only celebrate his forgiveness through Jesus.  It also declares his commitment to follow Jesus.  
Today is the 4th July.  In the United States, this is Independence Day, the day when America commemorates their 
declaration of independence from British rule.   
 
But independence is something that many of us would like.  We like the idea of living independently, thinking for ourselves, 
making our own decisions, standing on our own two feet.   
 
But our problem is that when we do this, we always make a mess of our life.  “There is a way that seems right to a man, but 
in the end it leads to death.” Proverbs 14:12 
 
a) True Liberty 
When we live independently of God, when we do our own thing, when we follow our own heart and when we give in to our 
own desires, we end up on that road to destruction.  As King David said in this psalm: “Many are the woes of the wicked.” 
Psalm 32:10 
 
We may think that freedom is found in living independently.  But instead, when we walk away from God, we walk into 
slavery.  As Jesus said, “Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.” John 8:34  We get trapped by the very desires we thought 
would lead us into freedom.  
 
But the good news is that Jesus came to offer true freedom in our lives.  “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” John 8:31 
 
b) Christ’s Lordship  
And so forgiveness is not the end of what Jesus wants to do in our lives.  He doesn’t forgive us so that we can just go on our 
way and live for ourselves.  Instead he forgives us so that we can submit to his leadership and follow him, so we can live an 
abundant life.  Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 
24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.” Luke 9:23–24  
   
And so Psalm 32 warns us against stubbornly demanding our own way like a horse or mule, and it encourages us to live in 
eager submission to God’s plan and purpose for our lives.  And the promise is that when we submit to God’s leadership then 
he will lead us and guide us and empower us to live a life worth living.   
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
I will counsel you and watch over you.” Psalm 32:8 
 
If we allow Jesus to be in charge of our lives, then he will be our ultimate counsellor, training, teaching and guiding us in the 
way of life, watching over us in love.  He will walk with us through our lives, helping us to increasingly step into the 
transformed life of a child of God, helping us to become more and more like him.   
 
And this morning, David’s baptism is the public expression of his commitment to do this in his life.  It is an act of obedience 
to the Lord, because this is what Jesus commanded us to do.  In Matthew 28:19, Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.” 
 
So in being baptised, David is obeying this command from Jesus.  But he is also declaring publicly his commitment to keep 
on obeying Jesus.   
 
To be baptized into the name of the Father, the Son and the Spirit is drawn from the commercial world, where ‘into the 
name of’ was used in transactions, like we used to write cheques in the name of someone, meaning we were promising the 
amount on the cheque. 
 
So when David is fully immersed in the water of baptism, he is signing himself fully over to Jesus, to be his disciple, to follow 
him and live for him with everything that he is and has.  It is a declaration of his commitment to follow Jesus and to depend 
on him!  
 
3. A Call to Faith in Jesus  



And because of this, David’s baptism, is also a call to faith in Jesus.  As we watch, it challenges each one of us here this 
morning to ask ourselves:  

• Can we celebrate that we have been forgiven through Jesus?   

• Are we committed to following Jesus in our lives? 
 
This offer is open to everyone here this morning.  Psalm 32:6 says “Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while 
you may be found.”  
 
This offer to receive forgiveness from Jesus and to choose to follow Jesus will not be available forever.  One day it will be 
too late.  But today is the day of salvation.  And so if you haven’t yet done what David has done, then you can come to Jesus 
today, admit your sinfulness and put your trust in Jesus and receive his full and free forgiveness.   
 
a) Resting in Christ  
And then you can have the confidence in God that David has, that: “You are my hiding-place; you will protect me from 
trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance.” Psalm 32:7 
 
b) Rejoicing in Christ  
And then this day, will not just be a day of celebration for David, but also for each of us.  Instead of the anxiety, weakness 
and exhaustion of those who try to hide their guilt and pretend to be right before God, we will be able to rejoice in the 
salvation of our Lord, because “the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in him.”  Psalm 32:10 
 
That’s why this psalm ends with a declaration of praise: “Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are 
upright in heart!”  Psalm 32:11  If we have answered the call to faith in Jesus, then no matter what else is happening in our 
lives, we have reasons for rejoicing.   
 
We are blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  Our transgressions are forgiven, our sins have been covered, our 
iniquity will never be reckoned against us.  And we can rest in Jesus and his leadership in our lives.   
 
And so this is what this morning is about: 

• It is a celebration of forgiveness through Jesus. 

• It is a commitment to follow Jesus. 

• It is a call to faith in Jesus. 
 

And this is what we’re now going to celebrate through the symbols Jesus gave us – broken bread to remember his body 
broken for us under the weight of our sin and the cup to remember his blood shed for us on the cross.   
 
If you have answered this call to faith in Jesus and have been forgiven by him and committed yourself to follow him, then 
please join with us as we rejoice in the Lord and in his amazing salvation! 
 


