
ECF 9th January 2022 Facing the Giant of Insignificance - 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
David is probably best known for facing down the giant Philistine soldier called Goliath.  It was a great victory in his life. And 
the phrase "David and Goliath" has become part of our language to describe an underdog situation where a small, weaker 
opponent faces down a much bigger, stronger adversary. 
 
But Goliath was not the only giant that David faced.  There were many other huge issues and problems that David had to 
overcome in order to live for God - Giants of insignificance, fear, jealousy, broken relationships, despair, revenge, half-
heartedness, disappointment, resentment, temptation, failure.   
 
Some, like Goliath, David defeated in amazing victory. Others, caused David to stumble and fall.  And yet Paul could say that 
David: “…served God’s purpose in his own generation.” Acts 13:36.   
 
Our lives and situations are very different from David’s.  And yet we too face many similar difficulties and challenges that he 
faced. 
 
And so over the next few weeks we’re going to look at some of the giants that David faced.  We’re going to see how he 
overcame some of them.  And why he was defeated by others.  And as we do this, I pray that we’ll learn about how we can 
face the giants in our lives so that we can live out God’s purpose in our generation.   
 
So this morning we’re going to read 1 Samuel 16:1-13.   
 
1 Samuel 16:1-13: “The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over 
Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to 
be king.” 
2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me.” 
The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 
show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.” 
4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They 
asked, “Do you come in peace?” 
5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with 
me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.” 
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look 
at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one 
either.” 9 Jesse then made Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of 
his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all 
the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 
12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features. 
Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.” 
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.” 
 
Video: The Labels We Carry  So often we can be influenced, even controlled, by the labels that others give to us.  But God 
doesn’t want us to be defined by how other people see us.  Instead he wants us to be defined by how he sees us. 
 
This is one of the lessons that David had to learn early on.  In many people’s eyes, he was a nobody, even in the eyes of his 
own family.   
 
1. Jesse’s Neglect   
22 years before this event, Israel had chosen Saul as their first king.  But because of his disobedience, God had rejected him.  
He would not be allowed to lead God’s nation for much longer.  God had decided that he would find someone to replace 
him. 
 
And so God told the prophet Samuel to go to Bethlehem to anoint one of Jesse’s sons  as the next king.  So when he arrived 
he invited the whole family to a sacrifice.  But the Lord rejected each of the 7 sons that Samuel saw.  And so Samuel was 
confused.    



“So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the sheep.” 1 Samuel 16:11 
 
Jesse didn’t think David was important enough to bother inviting to the feast.  If Samuel wanted to see his sons, the 7 oldest 
would be sufficient.  Nobody would miss David.  He was just a teenager at the time.  Maybe around 15 years old.  He wasn’t 
needed.  He didn’t have any status.  He was an insignificant member of the family.   
 
a) Unimportant to the World  
And David lived in the insignificant little village of Bethlehem. We all know this town because, as we’ve just celebrated at 
Christmas, Jesus was born there about 1000 years after this event.  But at that time it wasn’t anything special.   
 
In fact, it was so unimportant that when Samuel first arrived: “The elders of the town trembled when they met him.” 1 
Samuel 16:4.  They thought that the only reason Samuel would’ve bothered to visit them was to pass some terrible 
judgement on them. 
 
So in the eyes of the world, David was insignificant.  An insignificant brother, in an insignificant family, living in an 
insignificant town, doing an insignificant job.   
 
Do you ever feel a bit like that?  Unimportant, overlooked?  Feel like you’re not really valued in your family, workplace, 
community, or even church?  Have you ever felt like nobody would really miss you if you weren’t here?   
 
If you’ve ever feel like this, you’ll know how this can sap your energy and enthusiasm for God.  It’s hard to be committed to 
serving if we think it doesn’t matter and nobody notices.   
 
b) Chosen By God      
In the eyes of the world, David was insignificant.  But not in the eyes of God.  In God’s eyes, David found all the significance 
he needed.  The Lord said to Samuel: “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.” 1 Samuel 16:12  He was God’s chosen man.  
God’s choice to lead his people.  
 
As we face the giant of insignificance, as we battle that feeling of being unimportant, unappreciated, we need to realize that 
our significance does not lie in what we do or what we have, or what we can accomplish.  It lies in who we are in Christ. 
 
If we’ve trusted in Jesus then we have been chosen by God.  “He chose us in him before the creation of the world.”  
Ephesians 1:4.  In love God chose us to be part of his family.  Before this world was formed, God looked into time and chose 
us.   
 
And so Peter wrote: “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 1 Peter 2:9   That doesn’t give us a 
reason to be proud.  Rather it humbles us and fills us with gratitude and joy, because God choose us by his grace!   
 
And so we’re not a nobody.  We’re not unimportant.  We are God’s chosen people.  We are children of the King of heaven.  
We are the people of God.  - 
 
c) Living in Freedom  
We need to let this truth impact our lives.  That day, Samuel anointed David with oil:  “So Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers.”  1 Samuel 16:13.  From then on, it didn’t matter what anyone said to David, it 
didn’t matter what anyone did – David knew that he would be king.   
 
And so as we’ll see, it meant that David didn’t need to fight for prominence.  He didn’t need to compete for status.  He 
knew that God had chosen him, and he could rest on that truth. 
 
Knowing that we are chosen by God should change how we live.  “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” Colossians 3:12 

 
Other people might fight for status.  But we don’t need to go looking for status in this world or in the church.  We don’t 
need to fight for recognition.  We don’t need to compete with each other.  In God’s family there is no hierarchy, no 
pedestals.  Rather we are called to “Look not only to you own interests, but also to the interests of others.” Philippians 2:4   
 
2. Samuel’s Wrong Assumption 



But it wasn’t only Jesse that got it wrong.  Samuel too fell into the trap of looking at people in a worldly way.  Before David 
turned up, Samuel saw Eliab, Jesse’s oldest son and he assumed that this was God’s choice of king.  “Surely the Lord’s 
anointed stands here before the Lord.” 1 Samuel 16:6 
 
That was because Eliab looked the part.  He was tall and strong and king-like.   Maybe a bit like Saul, the first king.  And so 
Samuel made a very superficial judgement!   
 
a) Don’t Judge by Appearance 
And we often do the same.  We make judgements based on appearance.  Someone looks nice or unfriendly, respectable or 
unreliable.   
 
It is why our society is obsessed with outward appearance – the huge makeup, fashion and plastic surgery industries testify 
to that!  We spend our time worrying about and working on our appearance.  Many of us have swallowed the idea that if 
we look good we’ll be popular, we’ll be valued and respected.  We’ll be significant. 
 
Even in church we can fall into that trap.  We can put our energy into looking godly, sounding impressive, appearing 
successful and doing well.  
 
But God stopped Samuel in his tracks.  “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him.” 1 Samuel 
16:7.   Eliab was not God’s choice for king because God was not impressed by Eliab’s looks.   
 
“The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.” 1 Samuel 16:7  God is not impressed with our finances, appearance, 
fashion sense, or waist line.  He doesn’t focus on how educated we are, or what jobs our kids are doing.  He’s not impressed 
with the things people might boast about.   
 
God doesn’t even focus on our role in church.  His priority is not our successful ministry, or how many people we’ve brought 
to Christ.  He’s not impressed with how spiritual everyone else thinks we are.   
 
The Lord doesn’t look at the things man looks at.  He does’t look at the surface.  He looks deeper.  
 
b) Focus on What God Sees 
And if that’s God’s priority, then it should be ours too!  We should stand out as different from the world in this 
regard.  “Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewellery 
and fine clothes. 4 Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of 
great worth in God’s sight.”  1 Peter 3:3-4 
 
Our focus should not be what we look like in the mirror on the wall, but what we look like in the mirror of God’s word.     
 
This is such an encouragement to us today.  God doesn’t value us the same way the world does.  We’ll not be written off by 
God because we don’t look the part!  In fact, God has always delighted in choosing to work through the most unlikely 
people!   
 
This was the case with Jesus himself.  Isaiah 53:2 said about him: “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing 
in his appearance that we should desire him.” Jesus didn’t look special.  He looked ordinary.  A poor, working class guy from 
the despised town of Nazareth.  And yet he is the Son of God, the Great I Am, our Lord and Saviour!    
 
And so Paul wrote: “So from now on we regard no-one from a worldly point of view.” 2 Corinthians 5:16.  We must not look 
on others or ourselves the way the world does.  Instead we need to see what God sees.  We need to value people the way 
he does.     
 
3. God’s Priorities  
Jesse wrongly focussed on status.  Samuel wrongly focussed on outward appearance.  But God looked at David differently.  
“Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7   
 
a) Our Commitment  
That is what marked David out as different.  Eliab, Abinadab and Shammah were more prominent in the family.  They were 
bigger and stronger.  But David’s heart belonged to God.  God could say of him: “I have found David son of Jesse a man after 
my own heart.” Acts 13:22.   
 



Of course David still made some huge mistakes, as we’ll see.  He was a sinner.  But he was committed to God.  He loved God 
and sought to honour him.  God’s priorities were his priorities.  David’s heart belonged to God! 
 
And that’s what God is looking for in our lives.  He is looking for people who will passionately serve him from our hearts!  
This doesn’t mean just our emotions.  It means the centre of who we are.  Our character, our will, our mind.   
 
So God is looking for people who will be committed to him with everything we are.  Right from the core of our being.  His 
priority is that we’ll “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” Matthew 
22:37 
 
What we do is important.  God cares about what we do with our time and money, how we care for our families, serve in our 
church, share our faith.  But he wants all these actions to flow out of our hearts; as an expression of who we are, out of our 
love and commitment to him.  Without that, what we do or say or achieve is empty and in vain. 
 
b) Our Power     
But we can’t do this on our own.  David needed God’s help to be the man he was chosen to be.  So God didn’t only choose 
David, he also equipped him.  “From that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power.” 1 Samuel 166:13 
 
That means that the things that David achieved in his life that we’ll see in the next few weeks were not achieved through his 
strength, but through the power of the Spirit of God working through him.   
 
And if we’re going to serve God in our generation, we also need the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
This is the promise of our New Covenant through our faith in Jesus!  “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; 
I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to 
follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.” Ezekiel 36:26–27  
 
We can’t live for God through our will-power, strength or creativity.  Instead, we need the Holy Spirit to take our divided 
and distracted hearts and to give us a new heart that is fully committed to him!   
 
And we need to walk each day in step with the Spirit, allowing him to direct, change and empower our lives.  We live, “Not 
by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the LORD Almighty Zechariah 4:6   
 
c) Our Faithfulness 
And if we do this, then we can know that anything that we say, or do or give for God is significant. 
 
So often our service for God can seem unnoticed, unseen, unappreciated and unimportant.  But we can be sure that God is 
watching and as Jesus said, “Your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” Matthew 6:6   
 
We might be rewarded in this life.  Often that’s through been given more opportunities to serve!  David faithfully looked 
after his dad’s sheep for years.  And when bears or lions attacked them, he fought to protect them in God’s power.  And the 
reward for this was the opportunity to shepherd the people of Israel and protect them!   
 
But often we will need to wait for our reward – for the day when Jesus will review our lives and say to us: “Well done, good 
and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things!” Matthew 25:21 
 
But however this reward comes, we can be encouraged that our God does not value our service by outward appearances.  
He doesn’t need to see impressive results from what we do.  He values faithfulness.   
 
So when we serve the Lord in the privacy of our homes, or care for the hurting when nobody is looking, or give in secret to 
Christian ministry, or privately pray for our family, friends and community, or reach out quietly and consistently to the lost, 
or when we faithfully live for Jesus each day, we can rest in the reality that our Father in heaven sees what we are doing, is 
honoured by it, and will reward it one day.   
 
This is what Jesus himself did in his faithful service.  So “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scoring its shame, and sat down at the right hand of God.” Hebrews 12:2 
   
Conclusion 
Today, let’s face that Giant of Insignificance.   



• We might feel like a nobody.   

• We might be unappreciated by others.   

• Our work might not look impressive to this world. 
 
But if we’ve trusted in Jesus, then we can stand in the truth that we have been chosen by God.  And we can live a life that is 
significant in God’s eyes. 

• A life of passionate commitment to Jesus. 

• Depending on the power of the Spirit.   

• And faithfully fulfilling the purpose of God in our lives, for his honour and his glory!   
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